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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 3rd APRIL 2017 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Cohen (Chair), R Adams, Paine, Piper, Hendriksen, Vint, Hodgson, Westacott MBE, M Adams, Whitty, Simms, Sermon, Hart-Williams, and Sweett.

Apologies: Councillors Elliot-Smith and Barker

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, 1 member of the press and 7 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	 It was RESOLVED to receive the apologies. 

	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	There were no amendments.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 
	A member of the public raised that the indoor market was very important to the Town and should not be disrupted for other bookings in the Civic Hall.
A member of the public fed back that tourists are struggling with the signage in the town. The Town Clerk agreed to pass this to the Destination Manager for discussion.

Cllr Green explained that there is a consultation going on regarding Borough Park access issues. Cllr Whitty asked that residents be included in discussions on Borough Park and Cllr Hodgson, Whitty and Green agreed to facilitate this.
Cllr Birch explained that there is a Development Management Committee meeting on 12th April, regarding the development on Station Road on a private car park which he felt was a loss of amenity to the town.

Cllr Vint reported that the Littlehempston Cycle Path has been supported in principle as the preferred route.  Support in principle from DCC has also been given to the rainbow crossing. Cllr Vint explained he has a pothole action fund of £32,599 which will be focused on Moat Hill, and Westonfields/Higher Westonfields.

Cllr Hodgson asked Cllr Vint to investigate the reallocation of the Civic Square bike racks.

Cllr Paine raised concerns regarding the safety of the rainbow crossing. Cllr Vint assured him that a lot of technical work was still required surrounding the safety before any works started.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :
a. Full Council 9th January 2017

b. Full Council 6th March 2017

c. Personnel Committee – CONFIDENTIAL 7th March 2017

d. People Committee 9th March 2017
e. Planning and Place Committee 16th March 2017

f. Operations Committee – partly CONFIDENTIAL 27th March 2017

g. Full Council - CONFIDENTIAL 27th March 2017
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of all the meetings.


	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees. 

Please note that any matters arising or recommendations from CONFIDENTIAL minutes will need to be discussed without press or public present

a. To consider adopting a policy regarding Mayoral/Civic expenditure and a draft statement from the Chair of Operations Committee

	· Full Council 9th January 2017

· No matters arising.

· Full Council 6th March 2017

· No matters arising.
· Personnel Committee – CONFIDENTIAL 7th March 2017

· It was RESOLVED to agree the actions outlined in the confidential minutes.
· People Committee 9th March 2017

· Under Item 3 it was agreed more information was needed before any commitment should be made to on-going responsibility. Cllr Whitty withdrew the recommendation and explained it would go through People Committee for further clarification.

· Planning and Place Committee 16th March 2017

· Under Item 7 it was RESOLVED that the Civic Hall be listed as an emergency shelter for severe weather.
· Operations Committee – partly CONFIDENTIAL 27th March 2017

· Under Item 6 it was RESOLVED to ratify use of the debit card.

· It was RESOLVED to agree the actions outlined in the confidential minutes.
· Full Council - CONFIDENTIAL 27th March 2017
· It was RESOLVED to agree the actions outlined in the confidential minutes.
Cllr Hodgson read out a statement.
The Clerk was asked to slightly reword the Operations Committee statement before sending it to the local press.

It was RESOLVED to adopt the Mayoral expenditure Policy


	6
	To receive a nomination for the Deputy Mayor from May 2017. 
	Councillor R Adams nominated Cllr J Westacott as her Deputy Mayor.

	7
	To elect councillors to Committees and Link Councillors positions from May 2017.
	Operations Committee
Cllr M Adams (Chair)

Cllr R Adams

Cllr J Westacott

Cllr E Cohen

Cllr M Barker

Cllr J Sweett

Cllr P Paine

Planning and Place Committee

Cllr R Hendriksen (Chair)

Cllr P Paine

Cllr J Hodgson

Cllr R Vint

Cllr N Hart-Williams

People Committee

Cllr A Simms (Chair)

Cllr J Sweett

Cllr K Sermon

Cllr M Elliot-Smith

Cllr T Whitty

Cllr N Hart-Williams

Cllr B Piper

The Personnel Committee election will be re-run at the May Full Council due to amendment in Standing Orders.

The Link Councillors allocations will be collated and circulated by email.

	8
	To consider funding repairs to St Mary’s Church Town Clock.
	It was RESOLVED that although costly the Town Council must cover the clock repairs.

	9
	To consider re-siting the bench outside the Town Mill
	It was RESOLVED that the bench should not be relocated and the anti-social behaviour tackled by other means.

	10
	To note the February 2017 Tourism Marketing Report
	Noted.

	11
	To note the Tourism Partnership Minutes from 7th March 2017
	Noted.

	12
	To consider Working Group dates and confirm Councillor membership on the following Working Groups:

A: Tourism Working Group – Wednesday 26th April 2017 at 11.00am

B: Cultural Working Group – Monday 24th April at 8.00pm 
C: Heritage Working Group - TBC
	The dates were agreed.

	13
	To note The Devon Historic Market and Coastal Towns Survey 2017 and South Hams & West Devon Retail Study Report. 
	Noted.

	
	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
	

	14
	To discuss and matters arising or recommendations from CONFIDENTIAL minutes.
	Not required as no matters arising needing discussion.

	15
	To consider moving the May Full Council to a new date.
	It was agreed to hold the next Full Council meeting on Tuesday 9th May at the earlier start time of 6pm.
A Paige Adams meeting will be held before the June Full Council meeting at 6pm.


Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










