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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 5th JUNE 2017 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors R Adams (Chair), Paine, Westacott MBE, M Adams, Whitty, Simms, Sermon, Hart-Williams, and Sweett.

Apologies: Councillors Cohen, Hendriksen, Elliot-Smith, Vint, Hodgson and Barker

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (Deputy Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, Soundart Radio, 2 Police Officers, 1 member of the press and 2 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Cohen, Hendriksen, Elliot-Smith, Vint and Barker.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 

	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	There were no amendments.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

Police Report if submitted
Reports from County and District Councillors

The Council will convene. 
	A member of the public raised concerns that the change of date & time of the last Full Council meeting and the date & time of the Town meeting had not been adequately publicized.

The Clerk responded with details of the extensive advertisement carried out for the Town meeting.
The Police Officer apologised for not attending Full Council meetings recently. He gave a verbal report of the crime statistics for May in Totnes. These are up for the same time last year but down on the year before.

Inspector Tapley explained that increase are due to the economic situation, increasing cybercrime and a change in the reporting requirements which has resulted in more crimes being recorded. They are continuing to work with schools on Operation Venus. The national emergency has resulted in resources being stretched.
There has been an increase in aggressive begging which is being addressed urgently.

Cuts will result in 150 PCSOs being lost over the next 4 years. Operation Genesis is a consultation process being set up in relation to the cuts and Councillors are welcome to attend a CSP Forum to have a say on the issue. Louisa Daly is the contact for this and dates of the forum will be issued shortly.
The Police Officer gave an update on progress catching graffiti criminals. Names have been provided by the public and are being investigated. 
Cllr Birch referred to the written report he had provided and asked Cllrs to support the St Mary’s Partnership consultation. The proposed merger of SHDC and WDBC has a number of issues to be considered and resolved.
Cllr Birch offered to set up a site meeting for Town Cllrs to attend regarding the proposed new base station installation at Babbage Rd and it was agreed that this would be helpful.
The issue of remedial work needed for St Mary’s Church wall was raised and the Town Clerk confirmed that she will be looking into who has responsibility for maintaining it.

Cllr Green referred to the written report he had provided. He advised that there was a meeting planned for this week regarding the SHDC and WDBC merger and Cllr should let him have any questions they wished him to raise. A decision on whether it should be proposed would be made by the end of July and then there would be a public consultation in August.

The consultation on the changes to car parking permits closes on 9th June.

The proposed changes to the garden waste collection service are not going ahead and it will be reconsidered.

Fusion are looking to invest in the Leisure Centre although the amount is not yet known.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a. Operations Committee – Wednesday 26th April 2017

b. Full Council – Tuesday 9th May 2017

c. People Committee -  Thursday 11th May 2017

d. Personnel Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017 (CONFIDENTIAL)

e. Operations Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017  (CONFIDENTIAL)


	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings:

a. Operations Committee – Wednesday 26th April 2017

b. Full Council – Tuesday 9th May 2017

c. People Committee -  Thursday 11th May 2017

d. Personnel Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017 (CONFIDENTIAL)
e. Operations Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017  (CONFIDENTIAL)

	5
	To discuss matters arising and consider committee recommendations (Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):

a. Operations Committee – Wednesday 26th April 2017

b. Full Council – Tuesday 9th May 2017

c. People Committee -  Thursday 11th May 2017

d. Personnel Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017 (CONFIDENTIAL)

e. Operations Committee – Monday 22nd May 2017  (CONFIDENTIAL)


	The following matters arose:

Operations Committee – 26th April 2017

Item 4 – This was approved at the last Full Council meeting.

Item 8 – The level of charge to be levied was discussed. An amendment to the Recommendation to stagger the increase in the charge over 3 months was voted against. It was RESOLVED to accept the Committee’s original Recommendation of £50 per month from 1st October 2017.

Item 9 – It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation.

People Committee – 11th May 2017

Item 3 - It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation.

Item 4 – It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will obtain more information on the support required before the recommendation is agreed.
Operations Committee – 22nd May 2017

Item 5 - It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation.

Item 7 - It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation.

Item 8 - It was RESOLVED to accept the Recommendation.



	6
	To consider the report of the Internal Auditor in relation to Accounts and Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2017.


	The Internal Audit Report was considered.

Cllr Whitty enquired whether the Standing Orders are being reviewed. The Clerk confirmed that a full review would be undertaken,
The issue of whether Cllr Allowances should go through Payroll was discussed. The Clerk advised that she was looking into it and would feedback when she had clarification.



	7
	To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement – if agreed, signing of the statement by the Chair and Clerk.


	It was RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 which was then signed by the Chair and Clerk.

	8
	To review and approve the Accounting Statement – if agreed, signing of the statement by the RFO (Clerk) and then by the Chair. If agreed the accounts will be on the website 12/6/17 – 21/7/17 for public rights.


	It was RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statement 2016/17 which was then signed by the RFO/Clerk and the Chair. 

	9
	To confirm the Outside Bodies on which the Town Council will have a representative and to elect members.


	It was RESOLVED to approve the following changes:
a. Totnes Traffic and Transport Forum – Cllr Whitty to stand down and Cllr Simms to stand.

c. Totnes Allotments Association – The Clerk to confirm with Cllr Hodgson that there is no change.

e. Totnes Municipal Charities – 4 Council representatives are required but 2 current representatives are former Cllrs. The Clerk will write to the 2 former Cllrs to advise that they are no longer able to represent the Council on this board as they are not serving Cllrs.
f. KEVICC Foundation Governors – Cllr Piper to stand down and Cllr Sweett to stand. Cllr Sermon expressed an interest in standing if another vacancy arises.

h. Parish Paths Partnership – Cllr Sweet to stand.

i. Totnes NP Steering Group – Cllr R Adams to stand down.

m. DALC County Committee - The Clerk to confirm with Cllr Hodgson that there is no change.



	10
	To note the April Visit Totnes Marketing Report and May Tourism Partnership Meeting


	This was noted.

	11
	To note the success of the TCDS Heritage Lottery Fund
	This was noted.

	12
	Verbal update on the Community Budgeting process and Annual Town Meeting from the Town Clerk


	The Clerk gave a verbal update.
Despite the poor turn-out a lot of ideas have been put forward.

For the Environment, the provision of a Town Ranger was the most popular suggestion. It was felt that this role could help resolve the growing problem with beggars and vagrants in the town.
For Tourism, it was felt by some members of the community that an all year round Tourist Information Officer is needed and that the Guildhall may not be a suitable location for this role.

For Heritage, it was suggested the opening times for the Museum should be extended.

For Art, there were various suggestions including support for the Carnival and a Fun Fair on Borough Park.

The next step will be for Cllrs to decide on a list of idea to publish in the local paper and on social media which the public can vote on. 

The process will also be promoted through our stand at the Totnes Show. The Clerk asked that Cllrs contact her to volunteer their time for this event.

Cllr Whitty felt that it was a very good and productive format for Town meeting and Cllr R Adams thanked the Clerk for all her hard work.
The Clerk hopes to involve volunteer residents in groups that will take the process forward.



	
	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
	

	13
	To discuss and matters arising or recommendations from CONFIDENTIAL minutes (ONLY IF REQUIRED).


	None.

	14
	To confirm the date of the next meeting as Monday 3rd July at 7pm

The next Paige Adams meeting will be scheduled in due course.


	This was noted and the meeting ended at 8.40pm.


Christina Bewley
Deputy Clerk










