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l
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2017 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors R Adams (Chair), Paine, Westacott MBE, Whitty, Simms, Vint, Piper, Elliot-Smith, Barker, Hodgson, Henriksen, M Adams, Sermon, Sweett and Parker.

Apologies: Councillor Hart-Williams.
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (Deputy Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, Soundart Radio, 1 member of the press and 15 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillor Hart-Williams.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 

	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	The Clerk advised that there is a new Monitoring officer at SHDC.
All Councillors should ensure their declarations which they submitted to SHDC are up-to-date.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

Reports from County and District Councillors

Police Report if submitted

The Council will convene.

	A Manager from the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) explained the purpose of the charity and provided details on the volunteers, the work that is done to support residents of the town, and the funding issues that the organisation faces. They have a shortfall in funding for this financial year of £50k and have already secured contributions form SHDC and DCC. A request was made for TTC to also provide some funding support.
A member of the Totnes Boating Association expressed concern at the suggested development of Steamer Quay in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
A member of the public explained changes that Sainsbury’s are planning to make to their Fairtrade standard that will reduce its effectiveness. He asked that the town Council writes to Sainsbury’s to object to the changes, and advised that a petition will be compiled soon.

A second member of the public added further information about the changes to the Fairtrade standard being brought in by Sainsbury’s and the impact it will have on overseas growers and farmers. A national day of protest is being planned. The Mayor AGREED to add it to the next Full Council meeting agenda. 
A second member of the Totnes Boating Association expressed concern at the suggested development of Steamer Quay in the draft Neighbourhood Plan.

A member of the public raised concerns about scaffolding on the Town Mill. He also asked why the bench was moved because it has not had the desired effect of discouraging drinking and drug takers from sitting there.

A member of the Central Totnes Campaign raised concerns about the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Their organisation donate £100 towards the preparation of the document but they do not feel the consultation has been thorough enough and therefore it has not been democratic. He was very disappointed with the AECOM report relating to Steamer Quay which was funded by Locality. The report was not shared with the NP Steering Committee, Town Councillors or District Councillors which is unacceptable. He suggested the Steering Committee should be reformed.
District Councillor Green when through the written report he provided. He has not seen the AECOM report on Steamer Quay but the Neighbourhood Plan is still only in draft form. There are currently no plans to develop the area but the land belongs to SHDC so development could be considered in the future.
District Councillor Birch when through the written report he provided. He expressed concern over the proposals for Steamer Quay in the AECOM report included in the draft Neighbourhood Plan. He confirmed that SHDC are no looking to make money from Steamer Quay. He recommended that the Town Council ask for the removal of these proposals in the Neighbourhood Plan.
District Councillor Vint when through the written report he provided. He advised that four Town Councillors attend the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meetings. He gave background to the commissioning and purpose of the AECOM reports on Steamer Quay and KEVICCS, and spoke about the concerns that have been raised as a result of the reports.
County Councillor Hodgson referred to the written report provided. With regard to highways, street lighting issues in Castle Street and Lansdowne Park are being addressed. Pothole repairs have been deferred until November but reports should still be submitted. The Welcome to Totnes sign has been knocked down and is to be relocated. DCC are running a public consultation on waiting times. The proposal for double yellow lines at Moat Hill has been postponed until the pothole work is completed. DCC would welcome 20mph speed limit proposals.
No one from the Police was in attendance to provide a report.


	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a) Full Council -  4th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)

b) Place Committee – 14th September 2017
c) People Committee – 14th September 2017
d) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings:

a) Full Council -  4th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)

b) Place Committee – 14th September 2017
c) People Committee – 14th September 2017
d) Deferred as minutes not yet available.

	5
	To discuss matters arising and consider committee recommendations (Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):

a) Full Council -  4th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)

b) Place Committee – 14th September 2017
c) People Committee – 14th September 2017
d) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)
	The following matters arose:

a) Full Council -  4th September 2017 (Part 1 and 2)

Item 8 – DAAT and the P.Bethel met at the Bowls Club. The Bowls Club confirmed they can obtain an electrical certificate.
Item 10 – Cllr M Adams queried why Cllr Whitty stated the Neighbourhood Plan’s aim is to safeguard Steamer Quay from development when the recent AECOM report suggests the opposite. It was agreed that this would be clarified in discussions under agenda item 11.
b) Place Committee – 14th September 2017
None

c) People Committee – 14th September 2017
Item 4 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.


	6
	To receive an update on Community Budgeting.
	The Clerk advised that a meeting was held to agree how Community Budgeting fits into the Precept setting process. A questionnaire is to be circulated to Councillors after this meeting to get feedback.
An open session for the public is planned for 7pm on 30th October 2017. Feedback from the meeting will need to be in by the 15th November 2017.

At 7pm on the 11th December 2017 there will be a public session for Councillors to receive feedback.

The Precept must then be set in January 2017.

	7
	To note the draft Traffic and Transport notes from 26th July 2017.

	Noted.

	8
	To note the draft Caring Town ‘Keeping Young People Safe’ minutes from 25th September 2017.


	Noted.

	9
	To note the statement from Paul Bennett, Chair of the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group.
	Noted.

	10
	To discuss the South Hams District Council grass cutting cycle on the Nursery Car Park banks and its impact on the bee and butterfly ecosystem.
	Cllr Sweett read out an e-mail from a concerned resident regarding grass cutting and the ecosystem on the Nursery Car Parks banks. It would be better for the ecosystem if the grass cutting were restricted. The carpark is being resurfaced and it was proposed that SHDC are asked to erect a sign explaining why the bank is not being cut frequently.
It was RESOLVED that SHDC would be contacted to ask that grass cutting on the bank is restricted to once a year and a sign erected to explain this.



	
	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
	Cllr Whitty expressed concerns that the item to be discussed in part II is not commercially sensitive and is a general issue that should not need to refer to individuals, and should therefore not require the press and public to be excluded.
The Clerk confirmed that she has taken advice and the item must be covered in part II.
Following a vote it was RESOLVED to exclude the Press and Public.


	11
	To discuss a staffing matter (confidential commercial/personal information).
	See confidential Part II minutes.

	12
	To confirm future dates:

· Paige Adams Meetings -  Monday 6th November at 6pm
· Full Council Meetings - Mondays at 7pm - 6th November, 4th December
· Operations at 5pm - Monday 23rd October, Monday 27th November.

· Personnel at 5pm - Monday 9th October, Monday 20th November
· Planning and Place 4pm - 5th October, 26th October, 16th November, 7th December.

· People 9.45am - 12th October, 9th November, 14th December.

· Civic Service - Thursday 19th October
· Remembrance Sunday - 12th November

	This was noted and the meeting ended at 10pm.


Christina Bewley
Deputy Clerk










