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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2017 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors R Adams (Chair), Paine, Westacott MBE, Simms, Piper, Elliot-Smith, Hodgson, Hendriksen, M Adams, Sweett and Parker.

Apologies: Councillors Whitty, Vint, Barker and Sermon.
No present: Councillor Hart-Williams.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (Deputy Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, Soundart Radio and 8 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Whitty, Vint, Barker and Sermon.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 

	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	Cllr Simms stated that he has not yet updated his Declaration of Interest and was reminded by the Town Clerk to declare an interest verbally regarding any item of discussion.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

Reports from County and District Councillors

Police Report if submitted

The Council will convene.

	A member of the public raised concerns about the bench at the Town Mill, littering from flyposting, and a new house build at a farm in Littlehempston.
Two representatives from the Young Skateboarders organisation explained the need for a good skate park in Totnes and asked for financial support from the Council to update the existing skate park.

A member of the public raised concerns relating to Slapton Lea but the Mayor advised that this is outside the Totnes area.

The treasurer of the TBA spoke on behalf of the traders on Steamer Quay and asked that the Council removes the policy on Steamer Quay from the draft Neighbourhood Plan. As a group they want improvements to that area not development. The group plans to meet regularly and will send a letter to the Town Council.
A member expressed concern that the public toilets by the bus stop on Coronation Road remain closed.

County Councillor Hodgson explained that wildlife issues, like that raised about Slapton Lea, are important and that DCC has a good County Ecologist. Problems have occurred at the development at Brimhay where natural habitat has been destroyed.
County Councillor Hodgson handed out a written report and discussed some of the content. Street lights have been repaired. Sites for street signs have been proposed. There is no allocated funding per area now for pothole repairs.

District Councillor Green provided a written report. He explained that the toilets on Coronation Road were closed by the Police due to drug taking issues but he will look into why they remain closed. He explained that Market Place Ministries are not proposing to provide a night shelter at the new site, only a drop-in centre and other services. The issue and the problems it would cause were discussed and it was AGREED that the Clerk would contact Market Place Ministries expressing the Council’s concern over this decision. District Councillor Green also questioned whether the Council should have a discussion with KEVICCs governors about the AECOM report.
District Councillor Birch provided a written report. He felt it was good news that the proposed merger with West Devon will not now go ahead. He expressed his concern that the KEVICCs AECOM report has still not been released publicly and believes this is because the report is likely to suggest a large number of houses for the site.
Cllr M Adams raised her concerns over proposed changes to the approved planning application for the Guinness 60 Apartments and believes some proposals should be resisted.

No one from the Police was in attendance to provide a report.
Cllr Simms confirmed that for clarity he had no change to make to his Register of Interest.


	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017
b) Full Council October – 2nd October 2017

c) Place Committee – 5th October 2017

d) Extraordinary Full Council – 16th October 2017

e) Operations Committee – 2nd November 2017
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings: 

a) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017
b) Full Council October – 2nd October 2017

c) Place Committee – 5th October 2017

d) Extraordinary Full Council – 16th October 2017 (subject to the amendments outlined in item 5)
e) Operations Committee – 2nd November 2017

	5
	To discuss matters arising and consider committee recommendations (Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):

a) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017
b) Full Council – 2nd October 2017

c) Place Committee – 5th October 2017

d) Extraordinary Full Council – 16th October 2017

e) Operations Committee – 2nd November 2017
	The following matters arose:

a) Operations Committee -  25th September 2017
Item 5 – The Clerk explained that, following recently received advice, the document has been amended to include the procedure for making a dispensation which the Councillors will need to choose the preferred process for.
It was proposed that the Clerk should make the decision on whether to award a dispensation. This was seconded by Cllr Hodgson but she asked if the Clerk was comfortable with being given this responsibility. The Clerk confirmed that she would accept the responsibility but Councillors would need to accept the decision she makes. It was AGREED that the wording would be expanded to include the option for the Clerk to refer the decision to the Full Council if she felt it necessary as below:
At Full Council on 6th November 2017 when this Code of Conduct was adopted, Totnes Town Council RESOLVED that the Council delegates the power to grant dispensations to the Clerk, unless the Clerk makes the decision to refer the decision back to Full Council. The power rests with the relevant authority under section 33(1) of the Localism Act 2011 and the basis is set out under section 33(2). 
The Code of Conduct was APPROVED with these amendments.

The need for Councillor training was raised and the Clerk confirmed that the Code of Conduct is included in Councillor Induction and that she was looking at options for all Councillor refresher training.

Item 8 – Cllr Hodgson asked how the new rates compared to other cemetery fees in the area. The Clerk advised that a comprehensive comparison exercise was done in order to establish the new fees.

It was RESOLVED to accept the amended Cemetery fees as recommended by Operations Committee with immediate effect.
b) Full Council – 2nd October 2017
None.
c) Places Committee – 5th October 2017
None.
d)  Extraordinary Full Council – 16th October 2017
Item 3 – it was AGREED that the minutes should say caravan park and not campsite.

Item 5 

Cllr M Adams left the meeting due to a conflict of interest detailed in Item 5 of the Operations Committee meeting minutes for the 2nd November 2017.

Some councillors expressed concerns that their comments/proposals were not recorded. The Clerk explained that it is not a requirement for the minutes to record everything that is said and that the minutes should only give an overview of the discussions held. Under normal circumstances only the last proposal put forward is voted on and this would be the proposal recorded in the minutes. Due to the nature of the discussions at this meeting more detail was included in the minutes than would normally be the case, but they do not record the discussion verbatim. 
Cllr Sweett requested that the minutes reflect that she asked Jill Tomlin to provide a statement from KEVICCs on the position with the AECOM report. This was AGREED.
A discussion was held about whether the wording in the proposal made by Cllr Whitty was accurately reflected in the minutes.
The Clerk explained that as officer she felt the original wording was accurate.

Cllr R Adams and Cllr Westacott said the motion should not stand because it was not a substantive motion. Cllr Hodgson said the motion should not be changed when the original proposer is not present.
It was RESOLVED that the word ‘current’ would be removed from the first line of Cllr Whitty’s proposal on p.18. with a vote of 9 for and 2 abstentions.
e) Operations Committee – 2nd November 2017

Item 4 – deferred to the Full Council meeting in December.

Item 5 
1. It was RESOLVED to accept the proposed agenda for the public meeting on Tuesday 28th November 2017 with one abstention.
2. – 5.  These recommendations were discussed at length with Councillors speaking for and against the proposals.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council will take back control for the overview and completion of the Neighbourhood Plan whilst using expertise from the present Steering Group. This will include retaining the existing coordinator should she be willing. The Mayor will be taking over the role of Chair. There was one against vote.
It was RESOLVED to agree additional resources of £6514.72 in the current financial year and £6350 in the 18/19 financial year. This was unanimous.
It was RESOLVED to approach the local press regarding running a regular column on the NP process, via statements from the Operations Committee. This was unanimous.
It was RESOLVED to record all future meetings relating to the Neighbourhood Plan for transparency purposes. Cllr Hendriksen will liaise with the Town Clerk on the equipment required. This was unanimous.
It was RESOLVED that the AECOM report for Steamer Quay is rejected by the Town Council and any references to it should be removed from the Neighbourhood Plan. This was unanimous.
It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would formally request for a copy of the KEVICC AECOM report to be sent directly to the Town Council, for release to the general public.
It was AGREED to cease holding NPSG meetings until the new format of overview was considered at Operations Committee on 27th November 2017.

Councillors were reminded that the JLP is with the inspectors and oral representations will be heard in January. It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would enquire who from the NPSG was due to make oral representation and whether someone from the Town Council can still be listed to speak.
Cllr M Adams re-joined the meeting.

	6
	To consider Cllr Marianne Parker being added to the People Committee.
	It was RESOLVED to accept this proposal.

	7
	To note the cancellation of People and Place Committee in November due to Councillor absence.
	Noted.

	8
	To consider urgent Place Committee items:


a) 3231/17/VAR – Application for removal or variation of a condition 2 following grant of planning permission (56/3099/14/RM). Development Site at Sx 8102 5980 [Riverside], Weston Lane, Totnes. Conditions are: Change the approved timber or concrete crib retaining walls to Redi-Rock Cobblestone; Removal of trees along South West elevation of the building; Introduction substation and associated landscaping in the southern corner of the site, adjacent to the entrance; Introduction of external lights to patio/balconies of all flats; and removal of coloured film/glazing.

b) 3271/17/FUL – Change of use from D1 (day nursery) to C1 (guest house) and owners accommodation. Cocos Nursery, Ashburton Road, Totnes, TQ9 5JZ.   

c) 3330/17/LBC – Listed building consent for replacement entrance signage (Totnes Cinema). 27A High Street, Totnes, TQ9 5NP.
	a) It was RESOLVED to reject the proposed changes as the Town Council recognises the variations to be contrary to upholding the highest developmental standards in the town, specifically in relation to wildlife, light pollution, visual impact and use of questionable quality materials.
b) No objections.

c) No objections.

	9
	To receive an update on Community Budgeting.
	The Clerk asked Councillors to encourage the public to complete and return the questionnaires.


	10
	To consider the draft Traffic and Transport minutes from 27th September 2017.
	Concerns were raised about the proposed roundabout near KEVICC. It was AGREED that the Forum should be asked to revise the proposal and consider all options.
It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow District Councillor Birch to speak on this issue.

District Cllr Birch advised that further work will be done on the proposal and it will be brought to the Town Council for comment.

The meeting was reconvened.



	11
	To consider a recommendation from Operations Committee regarding the format, date and location of the Neighbourhood Plan Public meeting.


	It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation outlined in the Operations Committee report.

	12
	To confirm future dates:

· Remembrance Sunday - 12th November 2017

· Neighbourhood Plan Public Meeting – 7pm 28th November

· Full Council – 7pm 4th December

· Community Budgeting Feedback Session – 6pm 11th December

· Planning and Place Committee – 4pm 14th December

· Informal Christmas get together – Midday on Thursday 21st December (in place of post Full Council in December)

· Full Council – including budget setting – 7pm 8th January

	The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that the Community Budgeting Feedback Session is a public sessions and Councillors should try to attend.
The dates were noted and the meeting ended at 9.50pm.


Christina Bewley
Deputy Clerk










