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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 4th DECEMBER 2017 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors R Adams (Chair), Paine, Westacott MBE, Piper, Hodgson, Hendriksen, M Adams, Sweett, Barker, Hart-Williams, Whitty and Parker.

Apologies: Councillors Vint, Elliot-Smith and Simms.
Not present: Councillor Sermon.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (Deputy Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, Soundart Radio, 1 member of the Press and 2 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Vint, Elliot-Smith and Simms.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 

	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	There were no amendments.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

Reports from County and District Councillors

Police Report if submitted

The Council will convene.

	A member of the public express concern over the Antiques Market traders losing storage facilities at the Civic Hall. Also over the loss of the Bull Inn.
District Councillor Green provided a written report. He also raised the issue of public toilets in Totnes, two of which SHDC would like to transfer to the Town Council’s responsibility. The Clerk suggest it may be possible to consider jointly running them. The problem of drugs use in the toilets was discussed.
The Parochial Parish Church Council is considering costs for running a night shelter but would require some funds from the Town Council to support the proposal. SHDC is only legally obliged to provide shelter when the temperature falls below zero degrees C for 3 consecutive nights, and B&B is offered in those circumstances.
District Councillor Birch provided a written report. He also spoke further on the night shelter proposal made by Totnes Parochial Parish Church Council, advising that they will run and administer it for January & February on the conditions that Mark Hatch is not left to manage it alone and that terms can be agreed with SHDC in respect of the building. £4500 is needed to run it for two month. £2000 of funding has been found so a contribution of £2500 is needed from the Town Council. Further discussion of the issue took place and the Mayor agreed that the Operations Committee would consider the funding request.
The issue of the lack of compliance monitoring of the non-financial obligations in S106 agreements with developers was discussed and it agreed that the Planning & Place Committee would consider the matter further.

County Councillor Hodgson provided a written report. She also raised concerns about the sale of Parkers Barn for £810000. No requirement has been made for the buyer to provide an access route for Camomile Lawn despite numerous requests. The buyer has got a very good price with no covenants when SHDC could have bought this land for affordable housing.
Devolution – there is to be a meeting for DCC to consider joining with SHDC.

Adult Care – a public petition is going to be submitted to Sarah Wollaston MP because of the lack of adequate funding.

There is a Refugee Networking event taking place in the Civic Hall which anyone can attend.

No one from the Police was in attendance to provide a report.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a) Full Council – Monday 6th November 2017

b) Personnel – Monday 20th November 2017 (PART 2)

c) Operations – Monday 27th November 2017
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings: 

a) Full Council – Monday 6th November 2017

b) Personnel – Monday 20th November 2017 (PART 2)

c) Operations – Monday 27th November 2017


	5
	To discuss matters arising and consider committee recommendations (Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):

a) Full Council – Monday 6th November 2017

b) Personnel – Monday 20th November 2017 (PART 2)

c) Operations – Monday 27th November 2017
	The following matters arose:
a) Full Council – 6th November 2017
Item 5 (d) – Cllr Whitty stated that the original wording recorded by the minute-taker was correct and that he felt strongly that removing the word ‘current’ from his statement altered the meaning of the motion. The Mayor advised that a number of Cllrs felt the wording was not recorded as said and held a vote to remove the word current. The votes for this amendment should read 9 not 6. It was RESOLVED to accept this amendment to the minutes.
b) Personnel Committee – 20th November 2017
Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to agree the additional hours and funding required for the Neighbourhood Plan project.
c)  Operations Committee – 27th November 2017
Item 3 – the meeting has taken place.
Item 4 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 6 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 9 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 10 – The Clerk reported that there is a possibility of combining the Market Square project with an Arts project and bid for match funding.

Item 11 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation. Cllrs Barker, Hodgson, Whitty and Parker asked for the membership of the NP Task and Finish Group to be agreed at this point. The Mayor advised that membership would first be discussed at the Task and Finish Group in December. The Clerk explained that a proposal for members outside of Operations Committee Councillors would therefore need to be agreed by Full Council in January 2018.


	6
	To consider locations for Fair Trade signage.
	It was AGREED that site 1, coming in from Dartington, and site 4, Kingsbridge Hill, would be the most suitable locations for the signs. Cllr Hodgson will feedback to DCC.


	7
	To note an update on the Food Bank.


	Noted.
Marketplace Ministries also run an emergency food bank, and St Mary’s & St John’s have food available.

 

	8
	To consider a response to the Heart of the SW Draft Productivity Strategy consultation – closes 14th December 2017.
	The Clerk provided feedback from a meeting she attended. She has concerns with some of the content of the document and the impact it could have on the town. It was AGREED that the Clerk would respond to the online survey on behalf of the Town Council and that Councillors would also complete their own individual survey responses.


	9
	To consider the proposal for a potential coffee/refreshment station on Vire Island.
	The Clerk read out the proposal and advised that at this stage it is only an informal question to the Council. After some discussion about the positive and negative effects it could have it was decided that the idea would be supported in principle assuming more detailed plans would be forthcoming for consideration.


	10
	To note the Sept – Oct 2017 Tourism report.
	Noted.


	11
	To note the annual Guildhall visitor and income figures.
	The Clerk reported that income was up again this year but the cost of staff to open on Saturdays was not covered by the increase, so opening on Saturdays next season will need to be reviewed.
The need for better signage for all the town’s historic assets was discussed.



	12
	To note and encourage promotion of the Community Budgeting session on 11th December from 6pm in the Guildhall – open to the public.
	Noted.

	13
	To consider adoption of the Mayoral Policy as recommended by November 2nd 2017 Operations Committee.
	It was RESOLVED to adopt the Mayoral Policy as recommended by November 2nd 2017 Operations Committee.


	
	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
	Not required.

	14
	To discuss matters arising or recommendations from CONFIDENTIAL minutes (ONLY IF REQUIRED).
	None.

	15
	To confirm the date of the next meeting as Monday 8th January 2018 at 7pm.

The next Paige Adams meeting will be held immediately beforehand at 6pm.


	The dates were noted and the meeting ended at 8.45pm.


Christina Bewley
Deputy Clerk










