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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2018 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors R Adams (Chair), Paine, Westacott MBE, Piper, Hodgson, M Adams, Whitty, Sermon, Vint, Parker and Simms.

Apologies: Councillors Hendriksen and Sweett.
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (Deputy Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, Soundart Radio, PC T Perrin, 1 member of the Press and 7 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Hendriksen and Sweett.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 

	Cllr Vint declared an interest as a trustee of the Totnes Trust in relation to item 6.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

Reports from County and District Councillors

a) Cllr Green
b) Cllr Hodgson
c) Cllr Vint

Police Report if submitted

The Council will convene.
	A member of the public representing War Memorial Trust spoke in objection to the possible moving of the war memorial in front of St Mary’s Church. The memorial represents a war grave to the families of those who died and it should be treated with respect. 
A member of the public also spoke in opposition to the war memorial being moved. All the relatives of those named on the memorial are against the move. It is considered to be the final resting place for the dead and has been in place for 97 years. It should not be moved just because it is inconvenient. Historic England are proposing to list it.

A member of the public was aggrieved at having written to all Councillors but had not had one reply or acknowledgement to her letter. The letter detailed various issues that the member of public had concerns over. The Mayor was not aware of receiving the letter but apologised at the lack of response. The Clerk offered to meet with the member of public to go through her concerns.

A member of the public advised that the Bird Hide at Dartington has now been moved. He also raised concerns that the Friday market in the Civic Hall was not currently running and that parking places have been lost on Babbage Rd.
a) Cllr Green provided a written report. He advised that a Licensing Committee meeting regarding Morrisons would take place on 19/4/18. He asked for Councillors to give their views on the water fountain proposals. He raised concerns about the impact on air quality in the town if all the houses proposed in the JLP were to be built.

The question was raised whether a bottle refill programme could be set up for the town.

b) Cllr Hodgson handed out her written report. Cllr M Adams objected to the report not being provided in advance to allow time to formulate questions. Cllr R Adams refused to allow Cllr Hodgson to give a verbal report on that basis.

c) No report received.

PC Perrin gave a verbal update on crime statistics for January compared to last January. Crimes in the town were up by 75% but this was mainly due to January 2017 having unusually low reported crimes. Crime is rising nationally but this is partly due to increased confidence in reporting crimes, so events are being reported now that possibly were not reported in the past. The Police are also recording events that were not recorded previously.

Locally there are issues with caravans parked up on the Industrial Estate and reports of drug dealing from the caravans.

There is an ongoing operation tackling the misuse of drugs by the homeless. The Police are targeting the suppliers rather than the users. The users are the homeless whose problems can be better resolved by homing them rather than arresting them.

Cllrs raised concerns over reports that dealers of ‘legal highs’ are knocking on doors to sell their drugs. PC Perrin advised that there is a separate operation in progress addressing the supply of drugs to children.
Cllrs were concerned over the increase in domestic abuse and hate crimes in the statistics. PC Perrin advised that actual numbers are low but they are now employing a positive action process where perpetrators are arrested.

Concerns were raised that the Police’s policy of not arresting beggars for drug offenses will encourage them to continue. PC Perrin responded that arresting them does not work and that alternative strategies are needed to deal with the problem. The Totnes Community needs to stop giving handouts which only encourages them.

PC Perrin advised that any problems with beggars blocking pavements should be reported to the Police and they will move them on.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a. Full Council – Monday 8th January 2018

b. People – Thursday 11th January 2018

c. Place - Thursday 11th January 2018

d. Personnel – Monday 15th January 2018

e. Operations – Monday 22nd January 2018

f. Extraordinary Full Council – 18th December 2018
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :

a. Full Council – Monday 8th January 2018

b. People – Thursday 11th January 2018

c. Place - Thursday 11th January 2018

d. Personnel – Monday 15th January 2018

e. Operations – Monday 22nd January 2018
f. Cllr Whitty proposed an amendment (attached to agenda) to the minutes for the Extraordinary Full Council – 18th December 2018. Cllr R Adams proposed the minutes remain unchanged. The motion was carried with 6 in favour, 4 against and 1 abstention. The original minutes without the amendment were therefore agreed.


	5
	To discuss matters arising and consider committee recommendations (Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council – Monday 8th January 2018

b. People – Thursday 11th January 2018

c. Place - Thursday 11th January 2018

d. Personnel – Monday 15th January 2018

e. Operations – Monday 22nd January 2018

f. Extraordinary Full Council – 18th December 2018
	The following matters arose:
a) Full Council – 8th January 2018
Item 5 (b) – a letter of support was sent and grant funding has been awarded to the Skate Park.
b) People – 11th January 2018
Item 5 – the wording ‘does not expect’ in point 7 of the Buskers’ Code of Practice was discussed, as well as whether amplification in point 1 should be allowed. It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation subject to point 7 wording being changed to ‘does not condone’ and with battery amplification being allowed.
Item 6 – The level of Council staff involvement in the application process was discussed and it was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation with the word ‘necessary’ changed to ‘appropriate’.
Item 9 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 10 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation. It was proposed that Cllr Piper takes on this role and this was AGREED.

Item 11 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

c)  Place Committee – 11th January 2018
None.
e)       Operations Committee – 22nd January 2018
Item 8 – After some discussion it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

f)        Extraordinary Full Council – 18th December 2018
Cllr Whitty advised that he will put his queries regarding this meeting in an e-mail.


	6
	To note an update on the St Mary’s Partnership project.
	Cllr R Adams advised that a consultation meeting had been held with the relatives of those named on the war memorial regarding moving the war memorial. Further meetings would be held. The Town council is neutral on the issue and was only facilitating the meeting. The War Memorial Trust is opposed to the move.
No decisions have been made and St Mary’s Partnership are looking at ways around moving the memorial in the redevelopment project. The final decision will be made by public consultation and based on what the public want.

Members of the public to write to the Council with their views. Any letters received must be circulated to all Councillors.
It was felt that the St Mary’s Partnership Trust should provide a timeline for the project which can be made available on the Council website.



	7
	To note the minutes of the last TTF and the agenda for 10th January 2018.
	Noted.


	8
	To note the election date of 15th February 2018 and further Councillor vacancy.
	Noted.


	9
	To set a date for the Annual Town Meeting, which must be held between 1st March and 1st June. Committees are asked to put forward topics for the meeting. Date proposed is Thursday 31st May 2018 at 6pm in the Civic Hall.
	It was RESOLVED to hold the Annual Town Meeting on Thursday 31st May 2018 at 6pm in the Civic Hall.


	10
	To set a date for the Mayoral Choosing Ceremony, proposed for Thursday 24th May 2018.
	It was RESOLVED to hold the Mayoral Choosing Ceremony on Thursday 24th May 2018.

	11
	To consider a nomination for Councillor Sweett to join the Personnel Committee.
	Cllr Simms was also nominated.
Voting forms were circulated and retrieved by the Clerk, and the vote counted.

Cllr Simms received 6 votes and Cllr Sweett received 4 votes.

Cllr Simms will join the Personnel Committee.

	12
	To note the date of the Mayor’s Civic Event: Saturday 17th March 2018.
	Noted.


	
	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
	

	13
	To discuss matters arising or recommendations from CONFIDENTIAL minutes or pink papers containing staffing details (ONLY IF REQUIRED).


	See confidential Part II minutes.

	14
	To consider a request from a member of staff regarding voluntary commitments outside of the workplace.
	See confidential Part II minutes.

	15
	To confirm the date of the next meeting as Monday 5th March 2018 at 7pm.
	The dates were noted and the meeting ended at 9.15pm.


Ended 9.15pm
Christina Bewley
Deputy Clerk










