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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 5th MARCH 2018 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Westacott MBE (Deputy Chair), Paine, Piper, Hodgson, M Adams, Whitty, Sermon, Vint, Parker, Price, Allen, Sweett and Simms.

Apologies: Councillors Hendriksen and R Adams.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, Soundart Radio, District Councillor Birch, 1 member of the Press and 5 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	 New Councillors Emily Price and Georgina Allen were welcomed to the Council.


	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate. 
	It was unanimously agreed to add Cllr E Price to the Operations Committee and Cllr G Allen to the Place Committee

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 
	A member of the public updated that the Dartington bird hide will be moved.

A member of the public expressed concerns about the state of the walkway between Colebrook Cottages and Leatside Surgery. Cllr Birch and Green agreed to liaise with SHDC on this matter.

A member of the public expressed concerns about the use of plastics and asked whether there are any plans for the town to go ‘plastic free’. It was proposed to add this as an item on the April Operations Committee meeting.

a) Cllr Green asked the Town Council to engage directly with Rob Sekula at SHDC regarding play areas. Cllr Hodgson suggested a working group may be required to look at the issue in detail. This will be added to a future Operations Committee agenda. 
Cllr Green explained that the South Devon AONB are launching a plastic free initiative in relation to the Dart and asked Councillors and members of the public to contact him to get involved.

Cllr Green explained that the JLP Inspector has been asking about the impact of development on Air Quality so the concerns are being taken seriously.

b) Cllr Birch agreed to circulate a breakdown of the SHDC play parks capital programme for consideration.

c) Cllr Vint was asked to circulate his report by email to all Councillors and the Clerk.
d) Cllr Hodgson was asked to circulate her report to all Councillors and the Town Clerk by email.



	4
	To elect the Mayor for 2018/19. Councillor Judy Westacott has been proposed by Councillor Rosie Adams and seconded by Councillor Marion Adams. 

To note that Mayor Choosing will take place on Thursday 24th May 2018 in the Guildhall.
	Cllr M Adams took over as Chair of the meeting at this point.

Cllr Judy Westacott MBE was unanimously appointed as the 18/19 Mayor. She explained that she intended to spread her escort duties amongst all Councillors.
Cllr Westacott resumed as Chair of the meeting.

	5
	To note the timeline for the St Mary’s Partnership consultation

	In relation to the War Memorial, Councillors were concerned about the number of objections being received around what is a very emotive subject. It was AGREED to hold an open session before the next Full Council meeting at 6.15pm to allow Councillors to debate fully prior to decision on the War Memorial move being taken in the meeting. This open session has subsequently been cancelled because the St Mary’s Partnership have withdrawn any potential move from the plans.

	6
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :
(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Planning and Place Committee 1st February 2018

b. Full Council 5th February 2018
c. Full Council 5th February 2018 - PART 2

d. People Committee 8th February 2018

e. Personnel Committee 12th February 2018 – PART 2
f. Operations Committee 19th February 2018 

g. Operations Committee 19th February 2018 – PART 2
h. NP Task and Finish Group 19th February 2018

i. Planning and Place Committee 22nd February 2018
	b. Under item 3 ‘St Mary’s Partnership’ should read ‘War Memorial Trust’

Subject to the minor amendment above the minutes were AGREED unanimously.


	7
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 
(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Planning and Place Committee 1st February 2018

b. Full Council 5th February 2018

c. Full Council 5th February 2018 - PART 2

d. People Committee 8th February 2018

e. Personnel Committee 12th February 2018 – PART 2
f. Operations Committee 19th February 2018 
g. Operations Committee 19th February 2018 – PART 2
h. NP Task and Finish Group 19th February 2018
i. Planning and Place Committee 22nd February 2018
	d. People Committee –
Item 3 the wording should be amended to ‘Very best wishes from the Mayor of Totnes and the Totnes Town Councillors.’ The removal of exclamation marks was also agreed. It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation subject to these minor amendments.
Item 4 it was RESOLVED to accept the proposal.

Item 5 it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 6 it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 7 it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
e. Personnel Committee - It was RESOLVED to accept all recommendations.
f. Operations Committee – it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

g. Operations Committee – it was RESOLVED to accept the recommendations.

	8
	To consider the ramifications of the school funding cuts
	Cllr Sweett and all Councillors expressed grave concerns regarding the impact of funding cuts on the education and wellbeing of young people. It was AGREEED to write a letter to Sarah Wollaston and the Education Secretary of government to reiterate the Town Council’s position. It was AGREED that Cllrs Whitty, Sweett and Hodgson would meet to draft said letter before circulating to all Councillors for any amendments.

	9
	To note the TTF Agenda and minutes and any actions or recommendations requiring consideration.
	Noted.

	10
	To note the date of the next meeting:

Monday 9th April 2018 at 7pm.

A Paige Adams meeting will be held for trustees directly beforehand at 6pm.
	Noted.

	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	11
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings (staffing implications and commercial sensitivity). 

ONLY REQUIRED IF NOT AGREED IN OPEN SESSION.
a. Full Council 5th February 2018 - PART 2

b. Personnel Committee 12th February 2018 – PART 2
c. Operations Committee 19th February 2018 – PART 2

	No discussion in Part 2 as all agreed in open session.

	12
	To receive an update on the Civic Hall Caretaking contract (staffing implications and commercial sensitivity)
	It was AGREED that the Town Clerk should undertake an assessment of the cover required and bring a business case back to Full Council for consideration.


Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










