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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2018 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Westacott MBE (Chair), M Adams, Paine, Piper, Hodgson, Vint, Price, Allen, Simms, Hendriksen, Whitty, Sweett and Webberley.

Apologies: Councillors Sermon, Parker and R Adams.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Birch, District Councillor Green, Soundart Radio x 1, Press x 1, and 22 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Sermon, Parker and R Adams.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate.

	None.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 

	A member of the public spoke in objection to any building on the town’s carparks by SHDC and asked that the Town Council draws up a statement with the Central Totnes Supporters Group to oppose any plans.
A member of the public asked for the Council’s support for a motion to halt the roll out of Universal Credit.

A member of the public and volunteer at a local charity that gives advice on benefits spoke in support of the motion to halt the roll out of Universal Credit.

A member of the public asked why it was being proposed to wait until after the local elections in May for SHDC to publish their draft report on plans for the carparks. The Clerk explained that due to the period of purdah before elections, it would be sensible to run a consultation on any proposals after the elections.
A member of the public asked for copies of the legal documentation associated with the carpark. The Mayor advised to contact the Clerk.

a) District Councillor Birch provided a written report. He advised that an agreement has now been reached on the Sunday Market and it will be continuing.

He read out an e-mail he has sent to the leader of SHDC regarding the carparks and asking for full disclosure of the contents of any meetings and plans. Plans do exist which Cllr Birch, Cllr Vint and Cllr Green have seen but they are not allowed to make public. He has asked that they are made public.
The Clerk advised that any decision making will be the responsibility of SHDC Executive and proposals would also have to go through the SHDC Planning Committee.
b) District Councillor Green provided a written report.

He expressed support for the motion to halt the roll out of Universal Credit, or suggested members of the public could offer to be test cases for SHDC to help through the process and assess the problems encountered.
Cllr Green confirmed that SHDC are not interested in going ahead with any development proposals for the carparks without the town’s support. He does not believe there is any financial incentive in it for SHDC.

c) District Councillor Vint provided a written report.

SHDC are looking at income-generating streams to help their budget position. The Town Council should put forward ideas to avoid SHDC choosing unpopular options like increasing parking charges.
Cllr Vint confirmed that SHDC have some shared services with West Devon but the budgets are not linked.
d) County Councillor Hodgson provided a written report. She highlighted her request in the report for 4 hrs of admin support per month from January to June 2019 for the Green Travel Plan. It was agreed that this request would be considered by the Council Matters Committee.
Cllr Hodgson has met with Proud2Be who are looking for a suitable site to put a rainbow crossing in the town and would like an indication of whether the town would be in favour of the idea. It was agreed to refer this to the Town Matters Committee.

	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 1st October 2018

b. Council Matters 8th October 2018

c. Town Matters 18th October 2018
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 1st October 2018
b. Council Matters 8th October 2018
c. Town Matters 18th October 2018


	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 1st October 2018

b. Council Matters 8th October 2018
c. Town Matters 18th October 2018
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 1st October 2018

Item 5, c. Item10 – no response has been received from the Rugby Club yet.

Item 7 – Cllr Sweett temporarily rescinded her resignation.

b. Council Matters 8th October 2018

Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 10 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 14 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 18 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

c. Town Matters 18th October 2018

Item 7 – An amendment to the recommendation was proposed that prior to the elections in May the Public Engagement Policy is reviewed. it was RESOLVED to accept this amended recommendation.

Item 8 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation. The Clerk advised that the matter will need to be considered again at the Full Council meeting on 4th December because the concerns that have been raised have not been reflected in the proposal received today from SHDC.



	6
	An update from the Mayor regarding the SHDC asset strategy 
	The Mayor provided an update on the meeting held with SHDC. The Mayor and some Councillors selected by the Mayor attended the meeting as representatives of the Council because the SHDC did not want a meeting with all Councillors.
The meeting was open and friendly with the suggested developments being suggestions only and not compulsory.

A supermarket expressed an interest in the carpark site but it was dismissed as it was decided it could have an adverse effect on the town.
Offices on Steamer Quay were suggested.

SHDC had 3 suggested options for the carparks but would be pleased to hear about any alternative suggestions. They gave assurance that the Town’s decision would be followed and that if it was decided no development should happen then they would use the funds elsewhere.

Informal notes of the meeting were taken and are with the Administrator. The Clerk proposed that a statement is produced from the notes which could be shared publicly after Full Council approval.



	7
	To make a recommendation on the following planning application:

3376/18/LBC - Listed building consent for internal and external alterations and refurbishment of existing building to include repairs to existing windows and doors, internal refit, and the potential removal of existing render to replace with lime render. Bull Inn, High Street, Totnes, TQ9 5SN.

	Councillors Vint & Hodgson declared an interest due to their memberships of the SHDC Planning Committee.
There were no objections to the application.

	8
	To review link Councillor roles and membership of Working Groups 

	Totnes Traffic & Transport Forum – reinstate Cllr Sweett and add Cllr Allen
Traffic and Transport – add Cllr Hendriksen

KEVICC Foundation Governors – add Cllrs M Adams and Sweett

Disability – add Cllr Webberley

Totnes Chamber of Commerce – remove Cllr Allen and add Cllr Sweett

Network of Wellbeing – add Cllr Allen

Police and Crime Commissioner Advocate – following a vote it was agreed that Cllr Simms would take this role. The Clerk will clarify if it has to be a single point of contact or whether more Cllrs can be appointed as advocates if they wish to undertake the appointment process.


	9
	To note a motion from Cllr L Webberley

I would ask the Town Council to write to Sarah Wollaston M.P. to request that Esther Mcvey, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions to pause the full role out of universal credit whilst necessary amendments to it are made. 

Without the vital changes needed, it is highly likely that universal credit will have a significant, detrimental impact on our residents in Totnes and South Hams as a whole

Esther Mcvey has herself acknowledged that many people will be at a financial loss as a result of their benefits being consolidated into one payment.

	A recorded vote was requested.
It was unanimously RESOLVED to agree the motion with the amendment that the letter is sent to both Sarah Wollaston and Esther McVey with the amended wording below:
The Town Council will write to Sarah Wollaston M.P and Esther Mcvey, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions to pause the full role out of universal credit in Totnes and South Hams whilst necessary amendments to it are made. 

Without the vital changes needed, it is highly likely that universal credit will have a significant, detrimental impact on our residents.

Esther Mcvey has herself acknowledged that many people will be at a financial loss as a result of their benefits being consolidated into one payment.


	10
	To note the tree works to be undertaken on Coronation Road
	The Clerk gave a verbal update which was noted.

	11
	To consider alternative accommodation for Full Council and committee meetings in January and February during remedial works
	It was RESOLVED to use the Masonic Lodge for January and February 2019 – potentially longer if works over run.

	12
	To note an update from Council Venues and Arts Working Groups
	The Clerk gave a verbal update.

Arts Working Group: The Community Arts day was very well attended. Christmas lights switch-on coming up at the end of the month.

Council Venues Working Group: Air circulation in the Civic Hall is an issue.



	13
	To note the amended Caretaker recruitment timetable
	The closing date will be 20/11/18 and the interviews will be on 22/11/18. Post slightly restructure to out-of-hours and weekend working.


	14
	To consider an update on the Neighbourhood Plan and to review the terms of reference of the Task and Finish Group
	Cllr Simms is creating a timeline for completing the Neighbourhood Plan. More information will be available soon. He will be available in the offices 2 days a week to talk about the Plan.
Concerns were raised about the lack of information and out-dated information being on the NP website. Cllr Simms has identified some technical problems with the website.

Cllr Hodgson has concerns that the Plan has not moved forward over the past year.

The NP Committee are meeting with Dave Chapman tomorrow.

Clerk has drafted a project plan and a budget to go to the NP meeting on 19th Nov. Discussions are being held with Landsmiths Associates about their work. Also with two local planning consultants to get indicative costs for some professional help. Once meetings have taken place, the NP Task & Finish Group will put the budgetary requirements to the Council Matters Committee and Full Council meeting for consideration.

	15
	To note the date of the next meeting:

Monday 3rd December 2018 

(Paige Adams Trust beforehand at 6pm)

Please note that the usual Mayoral Christmas reception post December meeting will be held on Thursday 13th December 2018 instead.



	The Council RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	16
	To consider tender submissions for Cemetery path works (commercially sensitive)
	It was RESOLVED to agree the tender submission of £33520.

	17
	To consider a request to rescind a statement made at a previous Town Council meeting (legal implications)
	The request was considered and it was RESOLVED to retract the audio recording with 1 abstention and 3 against.


Ended 9.30pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










