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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2018 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Westacott MBE (Chair), Paine, Piper, Hodgson, Vint, Parker, Price, Allen, Sweett, Simms, Hendriksen, Whitty and Webberley.

Apologies: Councillors Sermon, R Adams, M Adams and District Councillor Birch.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, Soundart Radio, 2 members of the Press and 7 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Sermon, R Adams, M Adams and District Councillor Birch.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate.

	No amendments made.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 

	A member of the public spoke about a recent theft from Totnes Museum.
A member of the public gave a short explanation about the ‘Totnes Passport’ he has produced which has attracted lots of press coverage and promoted Totnes.
A member of the group Frack Free Totnes thanked the Council for the grant awarded to the campaign by the Paige Adams Trust and explained the issues they are aiming to address.
County Cllr Hodgson provided a written report. She raised concerns about seagulls causing problems with rubbish. The Town Council needs to pressurize SHDC to clear up after the market. It was confirmed that waste collection and management in the Town would be an agenda items for the next Council Matters meeting. 
The drugs problem in the Town will also go to the Council Matters Committee for discussion. 
County Cllr Hodgson raised the issue of the Totnes Travel Plan needing to be updated as it was produced in 2014. It is hoped that the Totnes Travel & Transport Forum can work with the Totnes Travel Partnership to do that.
District Cllr Green provided a written report. He highlighted issues with the JLP. 

The conditions being put forward by the Rugby club in order for them to sign a new 40 lease of the pitch at Borough Park were discussed.  Town Cllrs would be able to attend a meeting next week between SHDC Officers and the District Cllrs to put forward any views on the matter.
SHDC would like the Town Council to run any consultation process for suggested uses of car parks proposed for development.

All three District Cllrs were opposed to a pay on entry system for the public toilets. District Cllr Green was ask to find out a breakdown of the costs reported by SHDC for the conversion of the toilets to Pay on Entry.
District Cllr Vint provided a written report. He advised that changes made to the National Planning Policy Framework could have implications in relation to fracking.
District Cllr Birch provided a written report. 

	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd July 2018

b. Council Matters 9th July 2018

c. Recess Committee 9th August 2018

d. Town Matters 19th July 2018

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :

a. Full Council 2nd July 2018

b. Council Matters 9th July 2018

c. Recess Committee 9th August 2018
d. Town Matters 19th July 2018

	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd July 2018

b. Council Matters 9th July 2018

c. Recess Committee 9th August 2018

d. Town Matters 19th July 2018

	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 2nd July 2018 

Item 8 – A question was raised about when the next meeting was to be held. The Clerk confirm she would find out and circulate the date.
Cllr Whitty asked for information on what aspects had not been covered in the previous report for the Green Infrastructure Plan. The contract for the work to produce a new report does not set out anything extra to what was covered before. 
b. Council Matters 9th July 2018

Item 9 – It was clarified that the delegated authority is specified in Standing Orders. The Committee authorised the expenditure and 3 quotes are not required for specialised services which this is. 
c. Recess Committee 9th August 2018

None 
d. Town Matters 19th July 2018

Item 3b – No response received yet.
Item 4 - 4.3) Third bullet point should say ‘unneighbourly’ instead of ‘neighbourly’.

Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 7 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 8 – The event was cancelled due to low water levels.

Item 10 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation with the addition of ‘To ensure that any equipment does not restrict the use of the island by other users’.


	6
	To note the delay in considering the overall Market Square improvement design and to consider draft designs for mosaic panels to be part of that project.

	The Clerk provided an overview of the current situation. No progress has been made yet on the preferred proposal for re-designing the Market Square. However the Arts Council grant towards the mosaic art work has to be spent this financial year so decisions must be made about the art work before the new design of the square is agreed. 
The Clerk introduced Michelle Greenwood Brown who showed Councillors examples of themed options for the mosaics.  She explained that a decision would need to be made on the preferred theme to allow her sufficient time to produce the pieces.
It was RESOLVED that the Arts Working Group are given delegated authority to decide on the design at their next meeting on 24th September 2018.



	7
	To make recommendations on the following planning applications:

a. 2677/18/FUL - Erection of detached dwelling with internal garage. Foxgloves, Sharpham Drive, Totnes, TQ9 5HE.

b. 2349/18/HHO - Householder application for conversion of garage and store into additional living accommodation. Long Barn, Rowsells Lane, Totnes, TQ9 5AG.

c. 2075/18/FUL & 2076/18/LBC - Listed building consent for conversion of B1 office to C3 residential including demolition of modern extensions to listed building. Erection of detached dwelling to rear garden of property.18 Bridgetown, Totnes, TQ9 5BA.

d. 2230/18/FUL - Addition of single storey glass canopy to front elevation of property at second floor level. The Lion Brewery, Flat 2, South Street, Totnes TQ9 5DZ.

e. 2365/18/HHO - Householder application for internal alterations, extended balcony and conversion of roof. 1 Steamer Quay Wharf, Steamer Quay Road, Totnes, TQ9 5AL.

f. 2455/18/HHO - Retrospective householder application for installation of decking and raising the height of fence to North and South boundaries (resubmission of 1016/18/HHO). 14 Sparkhays Drive, Totnes, TQ9 5LD.

g. 2555/18/HHO - Householder application for new garden shed. Fleetwood House, Northgate, Totnes, TQ9 5NX.

h. 2621/18/LBC - Listed building consent application to strip existing asbestos slates and replace with natural dark Spanish slates. The Maisonette, 15 High Street, Totnes, TQ9 5NN.
i. 2456/18/LBC - Listed building consent to replace (like for like) the 2 sliding box sash windows which are beyond reasonable state of repair. 47A High Street, Totnes, TQ9 5NP.

	Cllrs Vint and Hodgson declared an interest for this agenda item due to their membership of the SHDC Planning Committee. Cllr Westacott declared a personal interest in item 7a.

a.  It was AGREED to make a site visit.

b.  No objections.

c.  No objections.

d.  No objections.

e.  No objections.

f.  Object on the grounds of it being unneighbourly.

g.  No objections.

h.  No objections.

i.  No objections.



	8
	To consider the Decision Notice from South Hams District Council in relation to complaint SH011 071117

       
As RECOMMENDED by the South Hams District Council Scrutiny Code of Conduct Hearing Panel, this Council censures Councillor Rosie Adams for her breach of the Code of Conduct with reference to :
Breach of para 4 a: Failure to treat others with courtesy and respect with regard to the comments made in her emails dated 12 October 2017 sent at 18.41 and 13 October 2017 sent at 15.26 
Totnes Town Council expects all Councillors to comply fully with the Code of Conduct as they carry out council business on behalf of the town constituents.
A closed ballot will be held amongst Councillors in relation to this item.


	It was clarified that Totnes Town Councillors are being asked to consider the proposed sanction from the SHDC Standards Board, not question the independent decision. The recommendation is asking Councillors to censure Cllr R Adams for the breach.

The recommendation was proposed by Cllr Whitty and seconded by Cllr Hodgson.

Cllr Simms left the meeting before the closed vote.
A closed ballot was carried out and it was RESOLVED to censure Cllr R Adams.

The Clerk was asked to reveal the results of the vote which was 8 yes, 2 no and 2 abstentions. 

	9
	To consider motions from Cllr J Hodgson:

a) Totnes Town Council will not permit fracking on any of its land

b) Totnes Town Council will write to the Secretary of State to object to applications for fracking having permitted development rights such that applicants can avoid the usual planning system. 

c) Totnes Town Council supports a national ban on fracking in the UK on public safety and climate change grounds.

d) Totnes Town Council will express our support publicly for a People’s Vote on the final terms of any Brexit deal.

e) Totnes Town Council will write to our local MP, Dr Sarah Wollaston, and the Prime Minister, Theresa May, informing them that Totnes Town Council has passed this motion in support of a People’s Vote.

	An amendment to proposal b) was agreed to include writing to Claire Perry and James Brokenshire as well as the Secretary of State.

It was RESOLVED to accept proposals a) – e) subject to the proposed amendment to b).

	10
	To note 2019/20 Local Government Finance Settlement: Technical Consultation.
	The Clerk advised that there is no cap yet on the Precept but Councillors should consider the possibility of a cap being introduced in the future.
The Clerk will be submitting a response to the consultation and Councillors can respond individually if they wish to do so.


	11
	To note an update from Council Venues and Arts Working Groups.
	Noted.
The Working Groups were thanked for their hard work.



	12
	To note the date of the next meeting:

Monday 1st October 2018 at 7pm 

A Paige Adams Trust meeting will be held beforehand at 6pm
	Noted.



Ended 9.05pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










