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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019 AT THE MASONIC HALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Westacott MBE (Chair), Paine, Piper, Hodgson, Vint, Price, Allen, Simms, Hendriksen, Whitty, Sweett, Sermon, M Adams and Webberley.

Apologies: Councillors Parker and R Adams.

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Birch (late arrival), District Councillor Green, Soundart Radio x 1, Press x 1, and 6 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Parker and R Adams.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate.

	None.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 
	A member of the public asked for the Council to endorse a ban on single use plastic at the markets. The Mayor agreed this should go to the Town Matters Committee for consideration.
A member of the public asked for the Council’s endorsement and support for a community action festival in May aimed at enabling the community to get involved in taking action over the challenges faced by the planet and the local community. Provisionally planned for 18th May at St Johns. All ideas welcome.

A member of the public gave an update on Fairtrade issues. The town boundary signs will be having information attached saying that Totnes is a Fairtrade town. An event will be held in February to mark the installation of the signage. There will also be a quiz taking place on 11th February in the Bay Horse supporting Fairtrade. Fairtrade fortnight will take place from 25th February to 10th March. On 28th February there will be a conference for primary school children and then a banana grower speaker in the Methodist Church Hall.
A member of the public spoke about a possible solution he has proposed regarding the Bulliver bridge issue and access to the South Devon Railway. The Mayor agreed this should go to the Town Matters Committee for consideration.
District Cllr Green provided a written report. He advised that the meeting for adopting the Clean Air Strategy has been put back until March. Also the 5 year land supply has now been demonstrated and is applicable to appeals. Unfortunately one appeal that could have been stopped was missed because the Inspector was now aware.

District Cllr Birch provided a written report.

District Cllr Vint reminded the meeting about road closures that are on the website.
County Cllr Hodgson advised that her report has been e-mailed to all Councillors. She advised that there is a meeting due to take place regarding the Totnes to Littlehempston footpath and that an estimated cost of £40k has been given for the Totnes to Littlehempston cycle path to use the bridge. The pothole reporting website is now working again but only report potholes that meet the criteria for repair. Also there will be a presentation on the TRAYE project on 19th which all are welcome to attend.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd December 2018

b. Council Matters 10th December 2018

c. Town Matters 20th December 2018
	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 3rd December 2018

b. Council Matters 10th December 2018
c. Town Matters 20th December 2018


	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd December 2018

b. Council Matters 10th December 2018

c. Town Matters 20th December 2018
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 3rd December 2018
Item 5, c, item 6 – a letter has gone out.
Item 8 – no reply has been received yet.

Item 9 – a date for the workshop will be agreed after this meeting.

b. Council Matters 10th December 2018
None.
c. Town Matters 20th December 2018
Item 2 – KEVICC and the Rugby Club have been invited.
Item 6 – the possible methods for carrying out a survey were discussed. It was agreed that the Totnes directory would be used and survey responses would be received at the Town Council offices. Cllr Hodgson agreed to collate the survey responses. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 8 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 9 – the recommendation was not accepted as funds have already been allocated in the budget to the Citizens Advice Bureau.


	6
	To agree the Market Square improvement project and to consider the inclusion of the proposed Rainbow Crossing.

	There was general support for the rainbow feature but it was agreed that it should be referred to as a feature rather than a crossing.
Cllr Vint was concerned whether there had been sufficient public consultation as there has been very few responses.

Cllr Allen suggested the inclusion of electric points for bikes.

The Clerk confirmed that there would still be provision for a Christmas tree to be installed.

It was agreed that the design would be displayed at the Town Meeting in May.
It was RESOLVED to agree the project with the rainbow feature.



	7
	To consider the draft budget and set the precept amount for 2019/2020. Please also see the recommendation from Council Matters on 10th December 2018.

	The inclusion of funds to renovate the Birdwood House part of the Civic Hall was discussed. The Clerk advised that plans for the use of the building after renovation have not been agreed and that only agreement to funding the renovation was required at this stage. Cllr M Adams expressed her opposition to increasing the precept to fund the renovations. There was a discussion about the need to maintain the building as it is on a long-term repairing lease so it would have to be handed back to SHDC in an acceptable condition at the end of the lease.

The Clerk advised that she intends to issue a press release explaining the funding requirements resulting in the precept increase.

A recorded vote was carried out on the proposal to accept the draft budget. Cllr M Adams voted against and all other Cllrs voted for the proposal. It was RESOLVED to accept the draft budget for 2019/20.


	8
	To note the Visit Totnes update.
	Noted.



	9
	To ratify the Emergency Plan as RECOMMENDED by Town Matters on 22nd November 2019.
	It was RESOLVED to ratify the Plan.

	10
	To note the date of the next meeting: Monday 4th February 2019 at 7pm in The Masonic Hall 


Ended 8.15pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










