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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 1st APRIL 2019 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Whitty (Chair), Paine, Piper, Hodgson, Vint, Allen, Simms, Sweett, Price and Webberley.
Apologies: Councillors Westacott (MBE), Parker, Sermon, M Adams, R Adams, and Hendriksen
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Green, District Councillor Birch, Soundart Radio x 1, and 2 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillors Westacott (MBE), Parker, Sermon, M Adams, R Adams, and Hendriksen.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have made any amendments necessary to their Declaration of Interests, if appropriate.

	None.
It was proposed that heartfelt thanks should be given to Cllr Westacott (in her absence) for her dedicated service to the Town as a councillor and for the support she has given to new councillors who have joined the Town Council. This was unanimously AGREED.



	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 
Reports from County and District Councillors
The Council will convene. 

	A representative from the charity Refurnish Devon spoke about the problems they would have continuing if SHDC plans to redirect recycling grants go ahead. He asked for the Town Council to express concern to SHDC over the withdrawal of funding for the charity.
A member of the public gave his support for Refurnish Devon. He was also was pleased to note that scaffolding has gone up at the front of 39 High Street.
District Cllr Birch provided a written report. He reported that scaffolding has been erected at the front on 39 High Street and that SHDC Officers have confirmed any necessary safety work will be done. He also reported that he had made enquiries about the length of time it is taking for the works to be carried out on the toilets on Coronation Rd. Problems with vagrants and drug users has hampered the work and Cllr Birch asked that the Town Council speaks to the Police & Crime Commissioner about the problem in the town. He suggested the new Council should invite the Police to give a report at the next Full Council meeting on what is being done. It was reported that SHDC workmen do not want to work at the site because of the issues with needles and drug users. It was AGREED that the Clerk would arrange a meeting with the new local Police Superintendent, SHDC and DCC after 13th May 2019 and that a distinction is made between the policing needs in Totnes and the caring needs.
District Cllr Green provided a written report. He wants to encourage the new Council when it is established to work towards completing the Neighbourhood Plan in order to preserve green spaces in the town. He was thanked for all his work for the town during his time as a District Councillors which is ending.
County Cllr Hodgson advised that her report would be e-mailed to councillors. She advised that she had attended the Children’s Scrutiny Committee meeting and had been alarmed at the level of anxiety and self-harm in very young children. She also reported that she had been out with the Highways Officer to look at the road repairs need as she had a £90k budget to spend. She listed some of the areas identified for work. The next meeting for the Climate Emergency declaration is on Saturday in the Guildhall. She also gave feedback from the Totnes & District Traffic & Transport Forum meeting.

	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 4th March 2019
b. Council Matters 11th March 2019

c. Town Matters 21st March 2019

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 4th March 2019
b. Council Matters 11th March 2019

a. Town Matters 21st March 2019

	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 4th March 2019
b. Council Matters 11th March 2019
c. Town Matters 21st March 2019
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 4th March 2019
None.
b. Council Matters 11th March 2019
Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
c. Town Matters 21st March 2019
Item 7 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation with the amendment that the Air Quality Action Plan will also be presented at the Annual Town Meeting alongside the TDTTF Schemes.
Item 8 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.


	6
	To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan process and consider an update to the proposed budget allocation.
	A written report was provided by the Clerk. It was RESOLVED to accept both of the officer recommendations at the end of the report.
1. That Council RESOLVES to allocate existing officer time to the NP coordination and that a transfer equivalent to 5 hours a week plus associated on costs be vired from Neighbourhood Planning to the Staffing budget from 1st April 2019 onwards.
2. That Council RESOLVES to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to appoint a planning professional to undertake a review of the document once all the parts have been collated and suggested amendments made by the internal administrative support. Once complete the collated document and report from the review will be presented to the new NP group for progress. 


	7
	To note that the Standing Orders are currently under review. The current working draft is attached. A new proposed document will be sent to Full Council on 13th May for consideration and adoption. Councillors are asked to note draft dates of meetings.
	The Clerk advised that a slightly revised version has been re-circulated to everyone. It includes an Economy Working Group as suggested.
There will be 3 committees: Town Matters, Planning, Council Matters. There will also be a Personnel sub-committee convened as and when needed. There will be 6 working groups underneath the Committee structure.

Any changes to the draft Standing Orders need to be received by the Clerk in good time for the May Full Council meeting.

The Nolan Principles will be attached as an Appendix to the Standing Orders.



	8
	To note future dates:

· Elections – Thursday 2nd May 2019

· Councillor Induction Session – Wednesday 8th May 2019

· Mayoral Choosing – Thursday 16th May 2019

· Annual Town meeting – Thursday 23rd May 2019 at 6.30pm in the Civic Hall
	Noted

	9
	To note the date of the next meeting: Monday 13th May 2019 at 7pm in The Guildhall.
	Noted.



Ended 8pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










