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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 1st JULY 2019 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors J Hodgson (Chair), Paine, Piper, Allen, Simms, Price, Hendriksen, Webberley, Trow, Allford, Luker, and Matthews.
Apologies: Councillor M Adams and District Councillor Rose.
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), District Councillor Birch, District Councillor Sweett, Soundart Radio x 1, and 10 members of the public.

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies.  
	Apologies were given by Councillor M Adams and District Councillor Rose.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. 



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.
	Confirmed.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors

The Council will convene. 
	County Cllr Hodgson provided a written report.

District Cllr Birch provided a written report. He gave an update regarding 39 High St: the owner reported to SHDC that work is progressing and the scaffolding should be coming down next week. The property will be put up for sale after the work has been completed.
He also spoke about the proposal to extend the Neighbourhood Plan boundary to include upper Bridgetown.

District Cllr Sweett confirmed she had sent out her report to all the Councillors.



	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd June 2019

b. Extra Full Council 10th June 2019

c. Council Matters 10th June 2019

d. Planning 20th June 2019


	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 3rd June 2019

b. Extra Full Council 10th June 2019

c. Council Matters 10th June 2019

d. Planning 20th June 2019



	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd June 2019

b. Extra Full Council 10th June 2019

c. Council Matters 10th June 2019

d. Planning 20th June 2019


	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 3rd June 2019

None.

b. Extra Full Council 10th June 2019
Item 3 – Cllr Hodgson expressed concern that Cllr Paine was bringing the Council into disrepute by writing to the local press about an issue that had been voted on and therefore resolved by the Council.

Item 4 – It was proposed and AGREED that the Full Council apologises to the Mayor and that it is acknowledged that no wrong-doing occurred with regards to the Mayoral expenses during Cllr Hodgson’s last term in the office as Mayor.

c. Council Matters 10th June 2019
None.

d. Planning 20th June 2019
Item 6 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

It was AGREED that the information would also be included on the Town Council page in the Totnes Directory.

It was also AGREED that consideration would be given to extending the conservation area.



	6
	To elect a Recess Committee of the Mayor, Deputy and Committee Chairmen which will have delegated authority to deal with any urgent matters which may arise during August when the Council is in recess. Any such decisions will be reported to the Council in September. The Recess Committee has delegated authority to make decisions of the Full Council.
	This was AGREED.

	7
	To ask for an additional Councillor for the Planning Committee. Current membership:

· Cllr Allen

· Cllr Hendriksen

· Cllr Luker

· Cllr Hodgson

· Cllr Paine

· Cllr Simms

· Cllr Trow

Standing Orders requires a minimum of 8 Councillors with a legal quorum of 3. 
	It was RESOLVED to add Cllr Matthews to the Planning Committee.
Councillors were asked for to join Council Matters in light of the resignation of Cllr R Adams but at the time of the meeting there were no volunteers.

	8
	To consider a small amendment to the Standing Orders to bring in line with national requirements.
	It was RESOLVED to adopted the amended Standing Orders.
Councillors were reminded that all Working Groups must had a nominated Chair (a Councillor), note taker so that updates can go through committee and all members of the public who attend these meetings must do so on a non-voting basis and agree to abide by the Council’s Code of Conduct. Working Groups are non-decision making and must feed into the appropriate committee for progressing issues.

	9
	To note the signing of the Friendship Pact with Vire as part of the Twinning events in May 2019. A short verbal report on the recent Twinning Event to Vire in Normandy will also be presented.
	Cllr Hodgson provided a verbal report and it was noted.

	10
	To consider and approve the Climate Emergency Report and Proposed Action Plan for implementation of the Town’s Climate Emergency Declaration and to minute any agreed actions, delegation and expenditure.
	Cllr Hodgson provided a draft action plan for discussion. She went through the proposals in the action plan. It represents a framework of where we are up to. She suggested a theme is selected each month to be worked on. Meeting planned for this Saturday to discuss further.
Cllr Simms asked for more detail on item 2. g) in the report. Cllr Hodgson explained the background.

Cllr Allen is looking at the options for having more water fountains around the Town.

It was AGREED that further work would be done to this draft document within the community before coming back to Full Council in due course. The Clerk explained that the document would need to go through the appropriate working group and committee before being adopted as a Town Council policy and that financial, resource and community implications of any actions would need to be carefully considered before the Council commits to anything.


	11
	To discuss a proposal to organise a facilitated session to help set Town Council priorities for the coming term and to undertake some Social Media training and to minute any agreed actions, delegation and expenditure. If the Council is in agreement, the proposed date is either Tuesday 17th or Thursday 26th September 2019 and will also inform the budget setting process for 2020/21.
	This was AGREED. A date will be arranged.

	12
	To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan process (standing item) and to minute any agreed actions, delegation and expenditure.
	Cllr Luker provided a verbal report. The options around extending the boundary to include upper Bridgetown, which is in Berry Pomeroy parish, were discussed.
It was RESOLVED to ask the Clerk to undertake further investigation into the option by seeking Berry Pomeroy Parish Council’s view, enquiring about what progress they have made on their own Neighbourhood Plan, and asking the Consultants view.

	13
	To consider application from Wendy Arscott for a variation to the premises licence of Young Devon Trading, 3 Fore Street, Totnes, TQ9 5DA (also known as YD Number 3).

The application is to:
Extend the hours for sale of alcohol for consumption on and off the premises to Mon-Sun 11:00 to 22:00 (currently 11:00 to 16:30); to replace the current conditions under Annex 2 of the licence with more suitable conditions to address the four licensing objectives.
 

If you would like to make a representation, please send to the Licensing Department at South Hams District Council or email licensing@swdevon.gov.uk no later than 16th July 2019. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further information.

	It was AGREED by majority vote that the Council has no objections.

	14
	To note any notification of election and dates associated.
	The Clerk reported that there will be no election and the vacancy will be filled by Co-option. If more than one expression of interest is received Councillors decide who will be appointed. 

	The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	15
	To consider two nominations for the Freeman of the Town award and to minute any agreed actions, delegation and expenditure.


	It was RESOLVED to approve the two nominations.
The Town Clerk and Mayors PA will liaise with the nominees on a small awards ceremony, paid from the Mayoral budget.

	16
	To consider the draft budget for the December 2019 Christmas Festival and to minute any agreed actions, delegation and expenditure.


	The Clerk gave a verbal update on the background.
It was RESOLVED to agree the draft budget and provide financial underwriting up to £16,600, £10,000 of which was already planned for as the annual Arts budget. This was agreed by a majority of 11, 1 abstention.

	17
	To note the date of the next meeting: Monday 2nd September 2019. Public session from 6.30pm in The Guildhall. 

	Noted.


Ended 9.10pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk










