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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2019 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Cllr J Hodgson (Chair), Cllr Adams, Cllr Paine, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Hendriksen, Cllr Luker, Cllr Allen, Cllr Piper, Cllr Price, Cllr Simms, Cllr Allford, Cllr Webberley AND Cllr Vint
Apologies: Cllr Trow, Cllr Perkins and Cllr Skinner
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), Soundart Radio x 1, Press x 1, Ben Cattrall, D.Cllr Birch, D.Cllr Rose and 15 members of the public.
	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies and vote on whether to agree.  
	Cllr Trow, Cllr Perkins and Cllr Skinner gave apologies.
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies.



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.

	Confirmed.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors

The Council will convene. 
	It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders

a) C.Cllr Hodgson provided a written report.

Re. the public consultation on D&C Fire Service – DCC invited senior officers of the Fire Services to come to a scrutiny meeting to discuss the proposed cuts but they refused. 

b) D.Cllr Birch provided a written report. He gave a reminder that the further consultation on Churchills is on Thursday in the Civic Hall at 4pm. Revised plans will be available. Cllr Birch does not feel the design is suitable for a heritage conservation area.

Cllr Allen advised that the County Archaeologist have asked Churchills to do a pre-application check for hidden trenches. Churchills want to do this after planning permission has been granted. That would mean if anything was discovered they just have to record it rather than preserve it. Cllr Allen wants to push the Archaeologists to do a pre-application dig.
c) D.Cllr Rose e-mailed his report to Cllrs. He advised that the Dart Harbour Communities group would like to speak with a Town Council representative in regards to making an estuaries plan and get the Town’s view on what they would like to happen with the river at the bottom section. Cllr Piper agreed he would contact them as he is the link councillor.

	4
	To receive a verbal update from Keith Rennells in relation to a possible biodiversity scheme in the Cemetery.
	P.Boswell explained that a £1000 donation has been proposed for the scheme but it must be used this year.
A.Price explain the scheme which is proposing the rewilding of areas of the Cemetery. This would allow the cutting regime to be reduced and allow insects to increase.

The Clerk was supportive of the idea but explained that there were increasing legal requirements for the Cemetery, that the Council budget has not included any funds for this type of scheme and the reducing grass cutting raises complaints.

A.Price advised that they were aiming to set up a CIC and seek match funding. Costings would need to be calculated if the Council wants to go ahead.

Cllr Paine expressed concerns over any reduction in grass cutting due to the high public usage of the Cemetery and he disagreed with the proposal for the island in the middle of the roundabout to be one of the areas.

Cllr Simms suggested rewilding the now redundant play area adjoining the side of the Cemetery instead.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would meet with A.Price & K.Rennells to establish a costed proposal to submit to Council Matters in November, with the idea that the scheme should be in two phases with the costs of phase one being covered by the £1000 donation in order to ensure the donation is used by the deadline.



	5
	To receive a verbal update from Ben Cattrall regarding the Christmas Festival nights.
	Ben Cattrall provided an update on progress with the Christmas Festival. 

The traders list has now been finalised and most are local. The list of traders will be announced on social media soon. 

Most of the entertainment is local too, only 4 acts are from outside the area. Entertainment venues are the Market square – main stage, St Mary’s Church, and the Rotherfold – open mic.
Efforts are being made to get visitors up to the Narrows and the Rotherfold. The park & ride drop-off will be at the top of town.

An event guide with a map is being produced.

There will be fewer hot food stalls to encourage use of the existing food outlets and more arts & crafts stalls.

There will be designated busking sites to prevent blockages in the street and stewards will be moving buskers on to these specified sites.

Existing shop entrances will be kept clear to encourage visitors into the shops.


	6
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd September 2019
b. Council Matters 9th September 2019

c. Town Matters 16th September 2019

d. Planning 19th September 2019


	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 2nd September 2019
b. Council Matters 9th September 2019

c. Town Matters 16th September 2019

d. Planning 19th September 2019

	7
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd September 2019
b. Council Matters 9th September 2019

c. Town Matters 16th September 2019

d. Planning 19th September 2019
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 2nd September 2019

Item 3 – Cllr Luker updated that lift at the station is due to be operational by the end of October.
Item 5 – f. Item 6, Cllr Hodgson AGREED to draft a position paper on this matter to go to the next Council Matters meeting to provide a bit more information.
b. Council Matters 9th September 2019

Item 5 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 14 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

c. Town Matters 16th September 2019

Item 3 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
No invitation has been received yet from TCDS.

Item 5 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 6 – Cllr Webberley expressed her concerns that all the Councillors voted for the ‘Meet your Councillor’ sessions but only six have signed up to do them.

Item 8 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation. Cllr Adams raised her concerns that the phone box on Steamer Quay has been removed without any consultation. This was not one of the boxes listed for adoption but it was AGREED the Clerk would make enquiries about why it has been removed.
Item 9 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 10 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 12 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

d. Planning 19th September 2019

Cllr Simms and Cllr Adams left.
Item 5 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 6 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.



	8
	To review committee, working group and link councillor positions:
a. Request from Cllr Vint to join the Climate Change Working Group, Town Matters and Planning.
b. Request from Cllr Allford to swap her link councillor role of environment and sustainability to elderly and vulnerable, to resign from the Climate Change Working Group, to resign from the Network of Wellbeing and to be added to the Totnes Allotment Association. 
c. Vacancy on KEVICC Foundation Governors.
	a) It was RESOLVED to accept these changes.

b) It was RESOLVED to accept these changes.

c) Cllr Luker volunteered to take this role and it was RESOLVED to accept his nomination.



	9
	Motion from Cllr Hodgson - That this Council amends it original Declaration of a Climate Emergency to include recognition of the impending sixth great extinction of our wildlife that is currently taking place.  The original declaration will be amended to read “Totnes Town Council Declares a Climate and Ecological Emergency”.  

	It was RESOLVED to accept the motion.

	10
	Motion from Cllr Vint - That in accord with this Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency the Council signs the Devon Climate Declaration and notifies Devon County Council and the Devon Climate Emergency Response Group of this decision. 
	The motion was amended to say that with the provision that Totnes Town Council declares an ecological emergency and aspires to be carbon neutral by 2030, this Council signs the Devon Climate Declaration and notifies Devon County Council and the Devon Climate Emergency Response Group of this decision.
It was RESOLVED to accept the amended motion.


	11
	To consider the draft Neighbourhood Plan and any actions, delegation and expenditure required.

	Cllr Luker gave an update. The 6 week consultation will start in early November. Plans for the consultation will be finalised at the Neighbourhood Plan meeting on Thursday. It will need publicising in the local press. After submission of the Plan the timescale will be dependent on SHDC completing their consultation which is likely to be a couple of months.
It was RESOLVED to accept the draft Plan.



	12
	To consider a draft timetable and process budget setting 2020/21:

· Monday 14th October 19 - Community budgeting survey format considered by Council Matters

· Monday 4th November – Community budgeting survey format agreed by Full Council

· 5th November – 5th December – Consultation open on budget process

· Monday 9th December – Council Matters considers draft 2020/21 budget for recommendation to Full Council (including feedback from Community Budgeting process)

· Monday 6th January 2020 – Full Council consider setting the 2020/21 budget and precept required.

	The Clerk explained the draft timetable. Due to the timescales involved it was requested that Council Matters are given delegated authority to approve the Community budgeting survey format.
It was RESOLVED to delegate authority to Council Matters for agreeing the Community Budgeting survey design and content.

	13
	To note the deadline for submissions to the Clerk for inclusion in December 2019 issue of the Totnes Directory is 1st November by 5pm.
	Noted.

	14
	To receive a verbal update from the Town Clerk regarding any issues from the SLCC National Conference that are pertinent to the Town Council.
	It was AGREED that the Clerk would update Councillors with feedback from the Conference through the Committees and by sending out any updates by email.

	15
	To discuss any confidential items from the Council Matters minutes.
	None to discuss.

	16
	To note the date and time of the next meeting: Monday 4th November 2019. Public session from 6.30pm in The Guildhall.
	Noted.


Ended 9.20pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk

