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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2019 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Cllr J Hodgson (Chair), Cllr Paine, Cllr Luker, Cllr Price, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Vint, Cllr Trow, Cllr Hendriksen, Cllr Piper, Cllr Perkins and Cllr Skinner.
Apologies: Cllr Webberley, Cllr Allen, Cllr Adams, Cllr Allford, D.Cllr Sweett and D.Cllr Rose.
Absent: Cllr Simms

In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), Soundart Radio x 1, Press x 1, D.Cllr Birch, and 5 members of the public.
	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies and vote on whether to agree.  
	Apologies were received from Cllr Webberley, Cllr Allen, Cllr Adams and Cllr Allford. The reasons given were read out by the Clerk.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies from Cllr Webberley, Cllr Allen, Cllr Adams and Cllr Allford.
It was noted that no apologies had been received from Cllr Simms and therefore his absence was not approved.



	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.

	Confirmed.

	3
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors


	It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders

a) C.Cllr Hodgson provided a written report. The issue of the proposed no right turn at Weston Lane was discussed and alternative solutions considered. Cllr Vint enquired about what progress has been made establishing a SHDC Climate Action Plan and Cllr Hodgson provided an update. Cllr Hendriksen advised that he plans to investigate the parking issues in Jubilee Rd and other areas by making regular dash-cam recordings. The Clerk warned of potential GDPR issues with making and showing recordings.
b) D.Cllr Birch provided a written report. 
Cllr Vint raised concerns of the lack of public input to the SHDC Climate Action Plan and the lack of specific targets. Cllr Birch advised that the SHDC Climate Action Working Group will meet this week to look at a draft plan with action points. He was concerned that all District Councillors have been advised that the plan has to remain confidential at the moment. Following consideration by the Working Group the draft action plan will go to Full Council on 19th Dec and will therefore have to become a public document on the 12th Dec.
The Council reconvened.


	4
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 4th November 2019
b. Council Matters 11th November 2019

c. Town Matters 18th November 2019

d. Planning 21st November 2019

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 4th November 2019
b. Council Matters 11th November 2019

c. Town Matters 18th November 2019

d. Planning 21st November 2019

	5
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 4th November 2019
b. Council Matters 11th November 2019

c. Town Matters 18th November 2019

d. Planning 21st November 2019
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 4th November 2019

Item 1 – It was agreed that where apologies are not given or are not approved this should be separately minuted.

b. Council Matters 11th November 2019

Item 7 – The Clerk gave an update on the position regarding wildflower planting.
Item 5 – Saturday Morning Music was explained. Cllr Price declared an interest with this group when the voting on the grants took place.
c. Town Matters 18th November 2019
Item 3 – Staff were congratulated on the Lights Switch-on event success.
Item 8 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 9 – Cllr Piper encouraged everyone to check the grit bins.

d. Planning 21st November 2019

Item 3 – Cllr Paine gave feedback from the site visit. 
Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to accept both recommendations.
Item 7 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation to take effect from January 2019.



	6
	To note any update on the NP (standing item).
	Cllr Luker advised that this is now in the public consultation stage which has been extended to almost 8 weeks.
It goes to the Independent Examiner after the public consultation.

	7
	To note any update on the Christmas Festival nights (standing item).

	Cllr Piper gave an update. Birdwood House will be control HQ. All Cllrs have pink Hi-Viz jackets, Stewards will be in yellow and the Site Manager in Green.

	8
	Councillors are asked to urgently share and forward the community budgeting survey - 5th December 2019 deadline.
	Approximately 200 responses have been received so far.

	9
	To note that the 9th December Council Matters committee will start at the earlier time of 6.30pm and all Councillors are encouraged to attend to discuss the draft budget for 2020/21.
	Noted.
The results on the community budgeting consultation will be fed into the draft budget. Cllrs were asked to look at the draft budget in advance of the meeting.



	10
	To update on Totnes Town Council Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Plan and the outcomes from the TC Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Planning week 3rd – 9th November.
	Cllr Hodgson has not had time to fully collate and analyse all the responses collected at the event so no update is available yet.
Cllr Hodgson offered to run a session for Councillors in January to go through the outcomes of the event and the work Cllr Allen has been doing. This was agreed.

The Clerk advised that the Action Plan has not been adopted by the Town Council yet and that it would need to go to the Full Council to be adopted before it can be identified as the Town Council’s Action Plan. Therefore until it has been formally adopted the Action Plan needs to be known as the Totnes Community Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Plan. 



	11
	To consider a proposal to put out for 6 weeks of public consultation the draft Totnes Community Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Plan.  
	The results are still being compiled therefore this item will need to be deferred to next month.


	12
	To consider a proposal to support Transition Town Totnes’ funding bid to the Lottery Fund for Climate Emergency measures and pilot projects including a revised and updated Transition Streets programme. For details of the Community Fund see https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/ programmes/climate-action-fund#section-2
	Councillors RESOLVED to support an expression of interest at this stage and to delegate authority to the Council Matters Committee to consider the nature and implications of any partnership before the full application is submitted, including sight of the grant application form.

	13
	To note the annual Guildhall visitor and income figures.
	This item was deferred to a later date.


	The Council did not asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	13
	To discuss any confidential items from the Council Matters minutes. 
	None.

	14
	To note the date and time of the next meeting: Monday 6th January 2020. Public session from 6.30pm in the Guildhall.
	Noted.
Cllr Hodgson reminded Councillors about the Civic Service on the 2nd February and the Elizabethan Supper Civic event on 22nd February.




Ended 8.30pm
Catherine Marlton
Town Clerk

