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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 14th APRIL 2020 HELD REMOTELY USING ZOOM
Present: Cllr J Hodgson (Chair), Cllr Luker, Cllr Price, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Trow, Cllr Piper, Cllr Adams, Cllr Hendriksen, Cllr Webberley, Cllr Allen and Cllr Skinner.
Apologies: Cllr Allford, Cllr Paine and D.Cllr Birch.
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), D.Cllr Sweett, D.Cllr Rose, and Press x 1.
	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies and vote on whether to agree.  
	Apologies were received from Cllr Allford and Cllr Paine. The reason given was read out by the Clerk.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies.


	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.


	Confirmed.

	3
	To consider adopting the protocol for remote meetings. 
	Cllr Webberley raised concerns over whether Zoom was adequately inclusive and secure. The Clerk advised that this method for holding remote meetings was recommended by DALC.
It was RESOLVED to adopt the protocol.



	4
	It is RECOMMENDED:

A)  that Working Groups and Committees temporarily cease and urgent matters only will be considered by a monthly Full Council meetings until meetings in person are permitted. Should the restriction to ‘in person’ meetings surpass the August recess this decision should be reviewed.

B) for all planning recommendations to SHDC, the Council should delegate authority for the Clerk and the Administrator to circulate planning applications to the Planning Committee and submit those recommendations where majority agreement can be reached by Committee members using email. Committee members will be given five days to reply and on the sixth day a non-reply would constitute an abstention. (the day the email is sent out will be included in the five days). Contentious applications will be considered by Full Council during this emergency period.

	A) It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

B) It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.



	5
	Due to the change in national legislation it is RECOMMENDED:
A) That the Mayor, Deputy, Chairs of Committee and committee membership continue unchanged.

B) That the Annual Town and Annual General meetings be cancelled for 2020.


	A) It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

B) The recommendation was amended to include the words ‘subject to review’ at the end. It was RESOLVED to accept the amended recommendation.



	6
	To note the resignation of Cllr Vint and to note that the 3 Councillor vacancies do not require an election. The co-option process will be held once meetings in person are allowable. Expressions of interest are invited until 1st May 2020.


	Noted.

	7
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors

Police Report (if present)

The Council will convene. 
	It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders

a) D.Cllr Sweett provided a written report. She reported that her main focus at the moment is to support local businesses. Concerns were raised over Dartington Estate being closed. D.Cllr Sweett understood the rules to be that parks can open but play parks must be closed. She was asked to see if Dartington could be asked to open the estate to give the public extra space to exercise. She was also asked to look into why the recycling centre is closed. She advised that this is a DCC issue. A question was raised about how many of the Totnes market traders are members of the Chamber of Commence but D.Cllr Sweet did not know the precise number.
B) D.Cllr Rose reported that it was pleasing the way things are coming together during this crisis. He suggested initiatives such as good ideas, things to do, things to grow, etc, should be included in the TTC monthly Totnes Directory insert. He advised that the Leader of SHDC is against re-opening the market so TTC would need a strong case to be able to persuade him. D.Cllr Rose has received complaints about the lack of safety arrangements at Morrisons and therefore believes the public would be safer shopping in an open-air market.
b) C.Cllr Hodgson advised that she has sent out her report. She advised that SHDC are now holding virtual cabinet meetings. Cllr Adams raised the question about rumours that a morgue would be set up locally and C.Cllr Hodgson confirmed she would find out. It was noted that a place of safety has been set up on Steamer Quay for Travellers with a tap and a portaloo. S106 money was discussed and C.Cllr Hodgson agreed it was hard to establish what Totnes is due from this funding.
The Police could not attend.

The Council reconvened.



	8
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd March 2020

b. Council Matters 9th March 2020

c. Planning March 16th March 2020

d. Town Matters 16th March 2020

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :

a. Full Council 2nd March 2020

b. Council Matters 9th March 2020

c. Planning March 16th March 2020

d. Town Matters 16th March 2020

	9
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 2nd March 2020

b. Council Matters 9th March 2020

c. Planning March 16th March 2020
d. Town Matters 16th March 2020
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 2nd March 2020

None.
b. Council Matters 9th March 2020

Item12 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 13 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 14 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendations.

c. Planning 16th March 2020

None.
d. Town Matters 16th March 2020

None.


	10
	Planning applications and tree works for consideration:

0891/20/FUL - Amendments to planning approval reference 56/1847/08/F to include revised window openings, additional rooflights, use of roof space for additional dwelling space and inclusion of solar panels (Resubmission of 4160/19/FUL). Bridge Court Totnes TQ9 5DB

0852/20/HHO & 0853/20/LBC – Householder application and Listed Building Consent to rebuild collapsed section of stone wall and buttressing of leaning section beyond it. 11 Cistern St, TQ9 5SP

0813/20/TCA -  T1 & T2: Elderberry - Dismantle; T4, T4, T5 & T6: Ash - Dismantle. Stump grind all stumps out. WH Smith Staff Car Park, Mill Lane Tail, TQ9 5HN

	No objections.

No objections.

It was AGREED that WH Smith should be asked to put their bin in the carpark and they should be asked to contribute to planting more trees elsewhere in the town. Cllr Allen volunteered to take photographs and make more enquiries. No reply will be submitted to the applications until further enquiries have been made.


	11
	To consider the following statement in relation to the Churchill (4198/19/FUL) site:

Totnes Town Council have concerns about the progression of such a significant application at the current time when site meetings are not possible due to the COVID-19 restrictions.

	The Clerk reported that Sara has lodged concerns against the planning application. Making a response to the consultation has not been possible due to the coronavirus crisis as a site visit is needed. SHDC are considering whether to delay the decision.
It was AGREED that a request should be submitted to defer any decision until a site visit can be carried out safely by adding the wording “therefore we would support a suspension of consideration of this application process” to the end of the proposed wording.

If suspension cannot be achieved then an object on the grounds of insufficient information should be submitted.



	12
	To consider the Tree Protection Order on the Redwood on the edge of Budgens Carpark:

South Hams District Council No. 1009 Tree Preservation Order 2020

Station Road, Totnes, TQ9 5RW

I enclose for your information a copy of the above Tree Preservation Order which has been served. The reasons for serving the Order are:-

1.  In the interests of preserving the exceptionally high public visual amenity benefits of the subject tree to the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

2. T1 is a purposefully planted and retained example of the early fashionable Victorian planting of  Giant Redwood trees and as such is historically important as a link to the previous landscape and its original setting out.

3.  T1 is a well formed and readily visible specimen of the species locally given its size and the paucity of blocking features, serving to soften the existing built form, amplified by the low numbers of mature trees locally.

There is a 28 day period in which objections or representations can be made about the Order. I would welcome any comments you might have on whether this Order should be confirmed as served or with any modifications by 29 April 2020

	No objections or representations.

It was agreed that a TPO is needed in addition to the conservation area protection to provide extra protection for this mature tree.

	13
	To note any update on the NP (standing item).

	Cllr Luker advised that Sara has compiled a spreadsheet with all the comments from the consultation. Due to the coronavirus crisis a referendum cannot be held until next year so everything has been put on hold.
Replies have been received back from SHDC on the draft plan and we are now waiting for advice from our consultants on SHDC’s suggestions.

The next stage is to submit the draft plan to the independent examiner and then to a referendum. There is a concerns in case the government change the rules during the crisis period when the referendum cannot be held.



	14
	To consider starting an essential Food Market in the Market Square to replace the larger market cancelled by South Hams District Council.


	The Clerk advised that the proposal was about agreeing to the list of actions in the circulated document being undertaken in order to establish whether to proceed with the idea. It was not a proposal to decide on whether to go ahead with the idea.

Rather than holding a lengthy discussion, the Mayor asked each Cllr present to give their views on the proposal.

Concerns were raised about how social distancing would be maintained, whether enough volunteers could be found to staff it, whether it should be spread out through the town or all in one place in the market square, concerns raised by the Police, lack of support for the idea from the town on Facebook, and worries that it will attract people into the town. 

Positive would be that being in the pen air would be a safer way to shop, it is a way of supporting local business and the market traders, would help residents who are unable to get online shopping slots, the supply of fresh foods which has had less handling, and that it would be an easier way of shopping for disabled residents.
A recorded vote was requested.

Voting for were Cllr Hodgson, Cllr Luker, Cllr Trow, Cllr Allen, Cllr Skinner, Cllr Piper, Cllr Hendriksen and Cllr Price.

Voting against were Cllr Matthews, Cllr Adams and Cllr Webberley.

It was therefore RESOLVED to go ahead with the list of actions identified to allow an assessment of whether it would be possible to open and run a food market.



	15
	To review the Town Council’s Earmarked Reserves:

· £6,000 under Administration to cover interim staffing should the Town Clerk or senior officer become incapacitated

· £7,000 under Highways to contribute to a shared space project for the Town Centre

	It was RESOLVED to keep the Earmarked Reserves unchanged for 2020/2021.

	16
	To consider the Town Council’s Financial Risk Assessment.

	It was RESOLVED to approve the Financial Risk Assessment.

	The Council did not asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	17
	To discuss any confidential items from committee minutes (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council).
	None to consider.

	18
	To consider and agree the bank and petty cash reconciliations. (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council)


	

	19
	To receive an update on the 2020/21 staffing budget. (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council)


	

	20
	To note the date and time of the next meeting: Monday 18th May 2020. Public session from 6.30pm in The Guildhall.

	Noted.
Meeting to be held virtually by Zoom.


Jacqi Hodgson
Mayor

