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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 2nd MARCH 2020 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Cllr J Hodgson (Chair), Cllr Paine, Cllr Luker, Cllr Price, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Vint, Cllr Trow, Cllr Piper, Cllr Allford, Cllr Adams, Cllr Hendriksen, Cllr Webberley and Cllr Skinner.
Apologies: Cllr Allen, D.Cllr Birch and D.Cllr Rose
In Attendance: Catherine Marlton (Town Clerk), Christina Bewley (minutes), Peter Bethel (Town Sergeant), Soundart Radio x 1, D.Cllr Sweett, Press x 1 and 8 members of the public.
	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To receive apologies and vote on whether to agree.  
	Apologies were received from Cllr Allen. The reason given was read out by the Clerk.

It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies.


	2
	The Mayor will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to their Declaration of Interests.

	Confirmed.

	3
	To note the resignation of Cllr Simms.

	Noted.

	4
	At the request of Cllr’s Price, Piper and Luker - To revisit the Cemetery Working Group (and Council Matters) decision not to plant wildflowers on the Follaton Cemetery roundabout. This exception to the 6 month rule in Standing Orders is allowable as 3 formal requests in writing were received by the Town Clerk.
	Cllr Price spoke about the background to the decision. It was noted that Cllrs Allford and Hodgson also agreed with the wildflower planting as discussed at the Council Matters meeting.

 The Clerk detailed the areas that had been agreed for planting. Cllr Hodgson gave her support to include the grassed area in the middle of the roundabout for planting. Cllr Paine felt there should be a public consultation on it. Cllr Piper acknowledged that there are concerns over the potential for the Cemetery to become overgrown. Cllr Price reported that there is a lot of support on Facebook for allowing more wildflowers areas in the Cemetery and the only concern was that graves should not get overgrown. Cllr Luker felt the Cemetery should be attractive to all the community.
It was proposed that the cultivation of the grassed are in the middle of the roundabout in the Cemetery should be allowed for growing wildflowers and that the Contractor planting the wildflowers should also be responsible for maintaining the wildflower areas.

It was noted that Cllrs Allford and Hodgson also agreed with the wildflower planting as discussed at the Council Matters meeting.

It was RESOLVED to agreed the proposal.



	5
	To consider the following requests from Transition Town Totnes:

a) Totnes Town Council partners on a funding bid to develop the draft Totnes Community Climate Change Action Plan.
b) Totnes Town Council helps support Transition Town Totnes by means of a grant towards core costs. (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council)
	Cllrs Hodgson and Vint declared a personal interest.
a) It was RESOLVED to agreed the proposal.

b) Covered in part II.

	6
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:

Reports from County and District Councillors

Police Report (if present)

The Council will convene. 
	It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders

a) D.Cllr Sweett provided a written report. She reported good news with a funding boost that has come through to support 3 outreach worker posts working with rough sleepers. They will also work with the travelling community. 
Fusion came to the SHDC Overview and Scrutiny meeting to give their annual report. A Task & Finish group was set up in response to Fusion going cashless. D.Cllr Sweett raised the issue with the Fusion Manager about anti-social behaviour in the town and that the introduction of the cashless system would marginalise the perpetrators of that behaviour. There is a 1.5 million planned for the Pavilion to include a new café and the cashless system might deter young people who would like to use the new facilities. 

D.Cllr Sweett asked for TRESOC to be consulted as part of the assessment SHDC is carrying out on their sports centres for suitability for solar panels. Fusions and SHDC are currently looking at 3 options for this.
Cllr Piper suggested graffiti boards should be re-installed to try to combat the anti-social behaviour.
Cllr Webberley advised that TRESOC have been contracted about coming to a TADPOOL meeting.

b) C.Cllr Hodgson handed out her written report. An outline of the County Council budget is included. The core budget from central government has increased by 1.36%. Band D council tax is to increase by the maximum amount of 3.99%. All the core services have had an increase in their budgets. It also included an allocation for Climate Emergency spending.
The Littlehempston cycle path is still in progress. At County it is going to cabinet and will come back to Full Council in May. It would be helpful to have a letter of support from the Town Council. It was agreed Cllr Hodgson would draft a letter to go to the next Council Matters Committee meeting.

The Gypsy & Travellers Forum meeting was very productive. County Council officers and District Council officers are now working together on the issue.

With regards to Great Court Farm, C.Cllr Hodgson made a formal complaint to Highways about Weston Lane which is very dangerous. There has been around £30k paid out in compensation by the Council for claims due to damage to vehicles. She has received a response saying it is being resurfaced in the next couple of weeks by Bakers.

The County Council Investments and Pensions Fund strategy is starting to look at divestment and it could be a model we look at for our own Town Council Investment Policy.

Cllr Piper raised his concerns about the proposed change of law to the rights of access to land and how this would affect the right to ramble.
Cllr Henriksen questioned whether we have work in progress in relation to the railway restoration proposal. Cllr Hodgson believes the Totnes Railway Group are working on it.

The Police could not attend and have sent a report which has been circulated by e-mail.
The Council reconvened.


	7
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings:

(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd February 2020

b. Council Matters 10th February 2020

c. Planning 17th February 2020

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes of the following meetings :
a. Full Council 3rd February 2020

b. Council Matters 10th February 2020
c. Planning 17th February 2020

	8
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from Committees 

(Please note confidential recommendations can be agreed but any discussion must be held in Part 2):
a. Full Council 3rd February 2020

b. Council Matters 10th February 2020

c. Planning 17th February 2020
	The following matters arose:

a. Full Council 3rd February 2020
Item 3 – the Air Quality monitoring event has been postponed until April or May due to lack of funding in the current financial year.
Item 7 – a draft action plan has been sent out by Cllr Hodgson.
Item 9 – Cllr Hodgson reported that this was a successful event.

b. Council Matters 10th February 2020
Item 5 – The wording of the last sentence of the recommendation was amended to say ‘The letter should include reference to the Traffic and Transport Forum overseeing the output and direction for the role via the Council Matters Committee and the Town Clerk to be the line manager.’ It was RESOLVED to accept the amended recommendation.

Item 6 – this was AGREED temporarily until an alternative use for the Chapel was identified through the Cemetery Working Group and Council Matters. Budget has been pencilled into the 3 year forecast for this project in 2021/22.
Item 7 – Cllr Vint was added to those who would identify the best options. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 9 – The project was explained by the Clerk. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.
Item 10 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 12 (a) – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 12 (b) – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

Item 22 – Cllr Vint and Cllr Webberley expressed their support for the Museum. Cllr Piper raised the issue of how the Town Council can help all the heritage sites in the Town in a strategic way. He suggested forming a Heritage Working Group. The Clerk advised that Council Matters have discussed this and concluded that a community run group or forum would be preferable. Cllr Hodgson suggested a community run Heritage Forum. Cllr Luker confirmed a meeting was coming up to try to formulate a community run group which could apply for heritage funding.
The Chairman suspended standing orders to allow Tony Whitty to speak on the issue. 

Tony Whitty explained that the Museum Trust just requires funding to be able to open in April. They are only asked for help with the essential work and they plan to seek grants and funding elsewhere for the non-essential work that also needs doing.
The meeting was reconvened.

It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation for up to £8,000 remedial action, managed and instructed by the Town Council.

Item 24 - It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.

c. Planning 17th February 2020

Item 5 – It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation.



	9
	To appoint the Mayor Elect (to take office in May) for 2020/21. Each candidate will need a proposer and a seconder. 

Councillors are reminded that the Mayor has the authority to appoint and announce the Deputy Mayor at their discretion.

To note that Mayor Choosing will take place on Thursday 21st May 2020 in the Guildhall.
	Cllr Luker was nominated by Cllr Matthews and Cllr Webberley.

Cllr Vint was nominated by Cllr Hendriksen and Cllr Adams.
Both candidates gave a briefing on how they envisage leading the Council.

A vote was taken and the results were:

Cllr Luker – 6, Cllr Vint – 7.

Cllr Vint was elected as Mayor Elect for 20/21.

Noted.

Cllr Adams left the meeting.



	10
	To review the Working Group membership lists and consider the remit of each.
	Venues Working Group – Cllr Price & Cllr Luker joined.
Public Realm Working Group – Cllr Luker,  Price & Cllr Hodgson joined.

Cemetery Working Group – Cllr Paine resigned. Cllr Skinner, Vint and Cllr Trow joined.

Climate Emergency Working Group – Cllr Vint has taken over as Chair. Cllr Skinner joined.
It was RESOLVED to agree these changes.



	11
	To consider:

a) reviewing the Link Councillor listing; and
b) the request from Totnes Community Development Society for two Link Councillors.
	Totnes Traffic and Transport Forum – Cllr Trow joined. Cllr Hodgson to Chair.
TADPOOL – Cllr Skinner joined.

Totnes Chamber of Commerce – Cllr Allford replaces Cllr Simms.

Museum Trust – Cllr Allford resigned. 

Inclusive Totnes – Cllr Allford joined.

Totnes Carnival Committee – Cllr Allen & Cllr Hodgson resigned. Cllr Piper, Cllr Skinner & Cllr Hendriksen joined.
Cllr Vint, Cllr Trow, Cllr Webberley and Cllr Allford volunteered.

It was RESOLVED to agree these changes.



	12
	To note any update on the NP (standing item).
	Cllr Luker reported there is no update at present are they are awaiting SHDC’s comments on the draft Plan.


	13
	To consider a request from Totnes Museum for financial assistance with buildings maintenance.


	Covered in Item 8.

	14
	To note that the deadline for Councillor Allowance claim forms is 6th March 2020.


	Noted.

	The Council did not asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

	15
	To discuss any confidential items from the Council Matters minutes (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council).
	None.

	16
	To discuss any confidential items in relation to the funding request from Transition Town Totnes in item 5b above (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council).
	It was RESOLVED to agreed the proposal.

	17
	To discuss any confidential items in relation to the funding request from Totnes Museum in item 13 above (CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council).
	None.

	18
	To note the date and time of the next meeting: Monday 6th April 2020. Public session from 6.30pm in The Guildhall.
	Noted (meeting subsequently cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic). Virtual meeting held 14th April 2020.


Jacqi Hodgson
Mayor

