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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY 18th MAY 2015 AT THE GUILDHALL TOTNES

Present: Councillors Hodgson (Chairman), Harper, Simms, Horsburgh, Vint, Hendriksen, Boswell, Marion Adams, Paine, Young, Piper, Cohen, Rosie Adams, Whitty and Westacott MBE.
In Attendance: Helen Nathanson (Town Clerk), 2 members of the press, 14 members of the public

	No
	Subject
	Comments

	1
	To elect the Mayor and Chairman of the Council for the Council Year 2015-2016. 
	A vote was held and Councillor Hodgson was elected as Mayor and Chairman of the Council for the Council Year 2015-16.

	2
	To receive apologies.  

	There were no apologies.

	3
	To sign the Declarations of Acceptance of Office. 

If any apologies have been received, the Council will be asked to RESOLVE to allow those absent councillors to sign their Declaration of Acceptance of Office on or before the Council meeting on 6th July 2015.
	All councillors signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk.

	
	The Council will adjourn for the following items:
Public Question Time:   A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make comment regarding the work of the Council or other items that affect Totnes. 

The Council will convene to conduct the following business:

Reports were given by County and District Councillors 

	The Mayor thanked members of the community and the Council for their support at all the recent civic events and presented cheques to the Jamming Station and Living Project for money raised at her gala dinner. Councillor Boswell gave a vote of thanks to Shirley Prendergast and her team on the Leechwell Garden Association for organising the repair and refurbishment of the Well: Councillors were invited to go along to see the improvements.
Members of the public Spoke about the following issues:

The comments on the ETO which are available to view on various community websites and which reflect dissatisfaction with the traffic problems on the roads around the town.

A member of the public introduced himself as a candidate for co-option to the Council. Unable to attend the June meeting, he came along to introduce himself beforehand.

A member of the public stated that an attendee at the previous FC meeting and at a recent Traffic and Transport Forum meeting who had spoken about the ETO worked for an Exeter Solicitors which stated on its website that Devon County Council was a significant client; she considered that this man could have had a pecuniary interest that people should be aware of.
County Councillor Vint brought along a written report to the meeting. (See attached sheet)

A question was asked about the deadline for the Boundary Review, which will be discussed at the next Town Council meeting.
District Councillor Barrie Wood gave his apologies for the meeting.

District Councillor Horsburgh explained that there is a minority group of District Councillors on SHDC and that they would be working together for the good of the district.

	4
	The Mayor will request that all Members complete their Registers of Interests and return them to the Town Clerk by Monday 1st June 2015. 
	The Mayor made this request and the Town Clerk explained that new councillors were welcome to ask for her help in completing them.

	5
	To adopt the Town Council Code of Conduct. 
	It was RESOLVED to adopt the Town Council Code of Conduct.

	6
	To elect councillors to the Town Council Committees and Link Councillor positions. 
	Councillors were given a copy of all nominations so that they could see all candidates standing for election.
Operations Committee

Councillors Piper, Rosie Adams and Hodgson withdrew their nominations from the list for the Operations Committee. The following were therefore elected to the Operations Committee: Councillors Harper, Boswell, Westacott, Cohen, Marion Adams, Hendriksen, Horsburgh and Paine. 
Councillor Harper was elected as Chairman.  
Planning and Place Committee

The following were elected: Councillors Rosie Adams, Hendriksen, Hodgson, Paine, Vint, Whitty and Westacott.  Councillor Rosie Adams was elected as Chairman. 
People Committee 

The following were elected: Councillors Whitty, Piper, Simms, Young, Vint, Hendriksen and Rosie Adams. 

Councillor Withy was elected as Chairman.
Personnel Committee

The following were elected: Councillors Cohen, Marion Adams, Boswell and Westacott. Councillor Hodgson will be a member of the Committee as Mayor.

Councillor Cohen was elected as Chairman.

Link Councillors 

It was agreed to elect all nominees to the Link Councillor positions, with new councillors initially acting as shadow to the longer serving councillors. The following were elected:
Business and Employment: Councillors Rosie Adams, Hendriksen and Simms  
Cultural Links: Councillors Marion Adams, Rosie Adams, Piper and Hendriksen 
Elderly and Vulnerable People: Councillor Harper 
Open Space, Sports Provision and Leisure: Councillors Vint, Whitty and Piper 
Traffic and Transport: Councillors Hodgson, Whitty, Paine and Simms 
Heritage: Councillor Boswell
Young People: Councillor Westacott MBE
Environment and Sustainability: Councillors Rosie Adams, Hodgson and Paine

	7
	To adopt the General Power of Competence. 
	It was RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence.

	8

	To approve the co-option process to fill the vacancy in the Totnes Ward of the Town Council. 
	It was RESOLVED to co-opt a new member of the Town Council at the June Full Council meeting. The position will be advertised in the Totes Times and on the internet.

	9
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the following Meetings :

a. Full Council 13th April 2015

b. Operations Committee 6th May 2015
c. Place Committee 15th April and 5th May 2015

d. Personnel Committee 29th April 2015 – Confidential

	It was RESOLVED to approve and sign the Minutes.

	10
	To consider any matters arising from the Minutes.
	Full Council
Item 3

The Grove School crossing will be moved slightly closer to the natural crossing point. It will be formally advertised as soon as possible and works are expected during school holidays.
Item 5

The leylandii tree now has a TPO on it.

Operations Committee

Item3

It was resolved to Support the proposal to install a defibrillator outside the Civic Hall subject to looking into it in more detail.

Item 4

It was RESOLVED to approve the accounts for payment as detailed.

Item 5

It was RESOLVED to register for a wedding licence at the cost of £2,000.

Item 7

It was RESOLVED to reallocate the money for hanging baskets to planters, as requested by Totnes Gardens.

Place Committee

Item 4

The issue of the traffic arrangements for the Carnival was discussed and the impact that this may have on the Carnival. Councillors discussed what they could do to help and what response could be made to the Police. They were informed that the Carnival Committee is well aware of the problem and is working on a solution.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council should give full support to the Carnival Committee in organising its procession.
The Inspector of Police will be invited to a meeting of the Town Council as soon as possible to discuss the wider issue.

Item 12
Councillor Marion Adams had spoken to the Duke of Somerset about Great Court Farm and the Duke had spoken to the Town Clerk and committed to arranging a meeting with the Town Council in 5-6 weeks’ time.

It was also RESOLVED to write again to the new Secretary of State about Great Court Farm if the regulations allow.



	
	
	The Council RESOLVED to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

Confidential items
Notes from the Personnel Committee – 29th April 2015
The Policies were not attached and will therefore be discussed at the June meeting.

The Town Clerk gave an update about the recruitment of volunteers to the TIC. A training session has been arranged with South Hams CVS to provide the Manager with help in achieving this. 

Item 5

The Town Clerk’s objectives were not attached so this will be discussed at the June meeting.

Operations Committee

Item 6

It was RESOLVED to update the TIC Business Plan and it was agreed that the location of the TIC will need to be determined once this has taken place. The Operations Committee will now take this work further.

	
	
	

	11
	To note the date of the following meetings: 

Thursday 21st May at 11am – Mayor Choosing Ceremony

Monday 1st June at 7pm – Full Council
	These were noted. Councillors were reminded that responses for Mayor Choosing must be received by first thing on Tuesday 19th May.
The meeting ended at 9pm.


END 

MAYOR
