Totnes TC Climate & Ecological Emergency Action planning met on 5th April 2022 for a special meeting about the new South Hams District Council draft climate planning policy to formulate a response that might be of help to others.
 
1. Background information
Climate change is a significant issue that requires urgent action. In response to the Climate and Biodiversity Emergencies declared by Plymouth, South Hams and West Devon Councils, SHDC in conjunction with these 2 other Local Planning Authorities, are introducing a new planning policy and guidance document. The climate emergency planning policy and guidance consultation is currently open for public responses and views (for 7 weeks) until Thursday 21 April 2022.

The Climate Emergency Planning Policy and Guidance document sets out exactly what all new development should do to make sure that it can adapt to the challenges of climate change. This new policy will apply to anyone submitting a planning application, whether it is for an extension to their home, new employment development or new homes.

2. SHDC New Climate & Ecological Emergency policy, guidance and explanatory document: link to draft policy here

3.  Community feedback and response
There are 90 questions inviting response in the SHDC feedback form for this consultation.  To initiate collaboration and provide some peer support in responding to this consultation, a google doc was set up by local networks to enable working together to share ideas and views on the draft policy proposals.  Last week's meeting built on their work.
 
At the Town Council working group meeting (last week) attendees went through the proposals, the guidance and collectively agreed feedback points to provide a basis for a submission on behalf of Totnes Town Council and to make that available to assist others who also wish to make their own submissions
You can access the feedback to the questions and outcomes from the meeting in an accessible .doc format.  Click Here 
 
4. Make your own Submission
To make your own submission to SHDC, you will need to access the outcomes document which is a .doc format to enable cut & paste.  It can be accessed (& downloaded) from this link.  
TC Climate WG Outcomes Document Click Here 
 
Then click on the link to the Plymouth, West Devon & South Hams website page (the same one as in point 2 above), scroll down and click to the green box that says make a comment.  
Link to Webpage to make submission Click here

5. Date of Next (regular monthly, virtual) Meeting Tuesday 19th April 6.30 - 8pm. Link below
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81632190242?pwd=ZFlzNnZKbXJ3Wm5DdXhnczBUZkpqdz09
Meeting ID: 816 3219 0242
Passcode: 299511

All welcome.  

