AGENDA FOR THE TOWN MATTERS COMMITTEE

MONDAY 25™ JULY 2022 IN THE GUILDHALL

There are stairs to the Council Chamber but if any member of the public has mobility issues
the Council can relocate to the lower Guildhall.

You are hereby SUMMONED to attend the Town Matters Committee on Monday 30" May
2022 at 6.30pm for a maximum of 90 minutes in the Guildhall for the purpose of transacting
the following business: '

Committee Members: Councillors V Trow {Chair), G Allen, T Bennett, S Collinson, J
Cummings, ] Hannam, A Oliver, P Paine, B Piper and L Webberley.

. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Chair will read out the following statement:

Welcome to everyone attending and observing the meeting.

A reminder that open proceedings of this meeting wilt be video recorded. If members of the
public make presentations, they will be deemed to have consented to being recorded. By
entering the Council Chamber attendees are also consenting to being recorded.

This meeting is limited to 90 minutes and therefore members are asked to raise their points
succinctly and not repeat the same view expressed by colleagues if it does not add to the
debate. ‘ '

. To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council.

The Committee will adjourn for the following items:

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make
comment regarding the work of the Committee or other items that affect Totnes.

The Committee will convene to consider the following items:

. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND DEPUTY

To elect a Chair and deputy for the committee. No document.
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
~ To approve the minutes of 30*" May 2022 and update on any matters arising. Document
attached.

COMMUNITY AWARD 2023 _
To consider the Community Award process for 2023 (document attached):

a. The categories of award presented and nomination process;
b. Invitation process; and
c. Medals.

SOUTH HAMS CITIZENS ADVICE REPORT
Ta note the latest impact report from South Hams Citizens Advice. Documents attached.

CLOSE CIRCUIT TELEVISION (CCTV) UPDATE
-To note an update on funding for CCTV at trouble spots in the town. Document attached.

. TOTNES PLAY AREA UPDATE

To note an update on upgrades to the play areas in Collapark and Westonfields. Verbal update.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP
To note that the Climate Change Working Groups held workshops on 23 June and 19 July
to complete the Climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan No document.

. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

To note the date of the next meeting of the Town Matters Committee — Monday 26t
September 2022 at 6.30pm.

Sara Halliday
‘Committee and Cemetery Admlnlstrator
20% july 2022

USE OF SOUND RECORDINGS AT COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The open proceedings of this Meeting will be audio and video recorded. If members of the public
make a representation, they will be deemed to have consented to being recorded. By entering the
Council Chamber or Zoom meeting, attendees are also consenting to being recorded.

Televised, vision and sound recordings or live broadcastings by members of the press or public at
Councillor Committee debates are permitted and anyone wishing to do.so is asked to inform the
Chairman of the respective Committee of their intention to record proceedings.
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DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE TOWN MATTERS COMMITTEE

MONDAY 30™ MAY 2022 IN THE GUILDHALL

Present: Councillors V Trow (Chair), ] Cummings, J Ha_n'n"_"i' an\d/ P Paine.
Apologies: Cllrs T Bennett, A Oliver and L Webberley"" T
Not Present: Cllrs G Allen, S Collinson and B Piper.- -
In Attendance: Two members of the public, Clir E Price, L Ferrier (Marketlng and

Communications Manager) and S Halhday (Go /ernance and Prolects Manager)

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC

To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council.
Clir Trow read out a statement about__how__‘_ch_e__meetmg would be conducted and recorded.

The apologies were rece_i\_(e_d and accep’te‘d.

The Committee will adjoum for the foHowmg rtems

PUBLIC QUESTION THVIE _ .
A member ofthe public repo' éd that: the Steamer Quay Caravan Park is open agam for the
season: and that the Caravan Club are applying for a long lease with an update expected at
the end of the summer; reszdentlal food waste ‘collections are not being made; and they
" requested that additional toilet facﬂltles are provided on a permanent basis at Longmarsh as
there are publlc health issues with wild’ campers on the green space and insufficient
portaloos being brought in for.events using the car park. The Committee asked officers to
email South Hams District Counml Environmental Health with the sanitation concerns in the

car park and green space and’ copy |n Berry Pomeroy Parish Council {as Longmarsh falls
W|th|n their parish boundary)

A member of the public spoke in support of buskers being able to amplify their music in the .
town, item 4 on the agenda.

‘The Committee reconvened.

2. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND DEPUTY

To elect a Chair and deputy for the committee. ‘
it was AGREED to postpone discussion of this item until the July meeting given attendance
numbers. Clir Trow would like to stand as Chair again and Cllrs Cummings, Hannam and
Webberley are proposing to stand for the deputy chair position.
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3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ,
To approve the minutes of 28" March 2022 and update on any matters arising.
" The minutes were approved as an accurate record of proceedings. Matters arising:

Item 2 — Citizens Advice. Resolved by Full Council. Citizens Advice will be contacted to
suggest dates for a meeting with Councillors and District Councillors to discuss the energy
and housing issues faced in the town.

ltem 4 — Proportional Representation Electoral System. Resolved by Full Council. Responses
from neighbouring town councils have not been supportive as their Councils are apolitical
and they view the letter as being political in its content.

Item 7 — Commemorative Bench on Coronation Road. Reso'll'v'e'd'by Full Council that its land
on Coronation Road can be used by Totnes Gardens to mstalf a commemorative bench at
their own cost.

4. BUSKERS CODE OF PRACTICE SR ,
To review the buskers code of practice to no longer permit amplification in the town, that
the playing of loud music is included in future Publlc Space Protection Orders for the
town, and to consider a request to South Hams' D_|‘ rict Councﬂ to erect ’ no ampllﬂcatlon
signs in the Shady Garden. . S

ClIr Paine suggested that a decibel momtor couid be used by the Town Maintenance Officer
when complaints were received. It was expfamed that mcludmg busking in the Public Space
Protection Orders could give some powers to address those buskers behaving in an anti-
social manner - like with drinking alcohol, it doesn’ t ban the activity in the town centre but
helps the police and: authorltles address those causmg a prob!em To RECOMMEND to Full
Council that: et o

a. Part1of the ‘Buskers Code of Practlce is. amended as follows {new text underiined):

‘Music or voice shall not be at alevel or be 5o loud, that it can be heard at.a distance of 50
metres Ne Considerate amphflcatlon - Pains-or-generator powered - is permitted but we -
ask that you are conSIderate of residents and local businesses. Busking must not be
intrusive or a nuisance in hearby premises (commercial or residential}, or affect the use of
the public telephones If asked by a shop trader to stop buskmg in front of their premises,
entertainers should do so!

b. It writes to South Hams Dlstrlct Council to request that signage is put up in the Shady
Garden that says ‘no ampllflcatlon from Sunday-Thursday’ and to ask when the next
Public Space Protection Order review is due.

5. OPEN SPACES, SPORTS AND RECREATION AND S106 MONIES

To review the list of Open Spaces, Sports and Recreation facilities in Totnes and consider
how unallocated S106 monies could be used to enhance these areas.

It was AGREED to invite the Rugby Club to a meeting to discuss their Borough Park lease and
the idea of a gym/trim trail around the perimeter of the park with equipment spaced at
intervals.
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6. A-BOARDS ON FORE STREET AND HIGH STREET

To consider the recommendation of the Council Assets and Public Realm Working Group
that the Council requests a meeting with Devon County. Council for them to visit and walk
round with Cllrs Adams and Price to address problem areas.

" ClIr Paine suggested a format for a board which would use less pavemerit space by
businesses. To RECOMMEND to Full Council that it requests a meeting with Devon County

© Council (DCC} and that a DCC officer visits and meets with Cilrs Adams and Price and

' Inclusnfe Totnes to address the problem areas.- . '

7. BROWN BIN COLLECTION - :

To consider writing to South Hams District Council about the brown bin collection service
in the town. : : :

~ To RECOMMEND to Full Coundil that it writes to Sou’ch Hams Dlstrlct Council to express its
and residents’ frustrations W|th the new refuse col!ectlon system particularly-brown garden
waste hins. o

‘8. RURAL SERVICES NETWORK

.-To consider the renewal of the Councrl's membersh[p of the Rural Serwces Network
{(annual fee of £135). : :

To RECOMMEND to Full Council tha‘c it renews lts membershlp for the coming year

9. CLIMATE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP .
- To note the minutes of the Climate Change Working Group held on 19th April and 17*
May 2022 (standing 1tem) : »
Noted.

10. SKATE PARK ' :

To note an update on the Skate. Park pro;ect

- Noted. The project has been retendered and a public consu[tatron about the desrgn is
currently ongoing. It is hoped that the final design will be shared-at a public event in July and
thata plannmg appllcatlon will be submitted in late summer. Once planmng perm|ssson is
granted then fundralsmg for the skate park build will be reqwred

11. DATE OF. NEXT MEETING ,
To note the date of the next meeting of the Town Matters Committee — Monday 25 July

2022 at 6.30pm.
Noted.
. Sara Halliday

Governance and Projects Manager
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I[TEM 4 ~ COMMUNITY AWARD 2023

The inaugural Community Award was presented at the Mayoral Choosing in May 2022, As
part of the Town Matters Committee’s discussion for this award in February it was agreed to
review the process and consider expanding the criteria to iriclude making an award to an
individual and a group. The Committee are asked to consider the following and make
-recommendations to Full Council: |

a. Categories of Award — 2022 was an individual award. Should constdera’clon be givento a
group award for commumty or sports groups? Are there other categories that should he
-conmdered”-J :

b. Invitation Process —in 2022 all nominees were invited to the Mayoral Choosing
~ Ceremony where the award was presented. With potentially more nominees (lfthe
-number of categories increases) it may not be practical to Invite all to the ceremony
What are the Committee’s thoughts? .
c. Medals —themedal awarded in 2022 was silver and cost approximately £50 plus
“engraving costs which was paid for from the Mayoral budget. It is suggested that a new
" medal is commissioned based on the Town Council logo (see below) made of joewter. by
a local supplier in Totnes which can be engraved on the back. The cost of a moulding for
the new design would be £100 and then a'uni;t cost of approximately-£5 plus engraving.
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ITEM 6 — CLOSE CIRCUIT TELEVISION UPDATE

Full Council in October 2021 resolved to support the installation of CCTV at anti-social
behaviour trouble spots in the town through grant funding when the opportunity arises.

* The Community Co-ordinator has identified the Government grant Safer Streets Fund Safer
Streets Fund round 4 application process - GOV.UK {(www.gov.uk) as a potential grant
funding source. The Community Co-ordinator facilitated a small working group to build a
case for Totnes and the Town Maintenance Officer has received a couple of quotes to install
cameras to cover the main trouble spots of The Plains, around Happy Apple, the Lamb and
Leechwell Gardens. However, applications can only be from a local authority (SHDC/DCC) or
the Police. The deadline to submit the application was very short to gather the information

~ required (the Police were collating crime statistics and South Hams District Council were due
to submit the application). Due to timings and staff absences an application was not
submitted but it is hoped that the information wili be gathered in time for future grant
funding rounds. ' '
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