AGENDA FOR THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

MONDAY 19™ SEPTEMBER 2023 IN THE GUILDHALL

There are stairs to the Council Chamber but if any member of the public has mobility issues
the Council can relocate to the lower Guildhall.

You are hereby SUMMONED to attend the Planning Committee on Monday 19" September
2023 at 6.30pm for a maximum of 90 minutes in the Guildhall for the purpose of transacting
the following business:

Committee Members: Councillors T Bennett (Chair), G Allen, L Auletta, S Collinson, T
Cooper, J Cummings, J Hodgson and L Smallridge.

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Chair will read out the following statement:
- Welcome to everyone attending and observing the meeting.

A reminder that open proceedings of this meeting will be video recorded. If members of the
public make presentations, they will be deemed to have consented to being recorded. By
entering the Council Chamber attendees are also consenting to being recorded.

This meeting is limited to 90 minutes and therefore members are asked to raise their points
succinctly and not repeat the same view expressed by colleagues if it does not add to the
debate.

To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council.

The Committee will adjourn for the following items:

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
A period of 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to ask questions or make
comment regarding the work of the Committee or other items that affect Totnes.

The Committee will convene to consider the following items:

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES v
To approve the minutes of 17" July 2023 and update on any matters arising. Document
attached.

. TREE WORKS APPLICATIONS

To make recommendations on the following tree works applications:

3a. 2742/23/TCA - T1: Pittosporum Tenuifolium - Fell tree due to being unmanageable and
potential to cause damage by the aggressive root system. 7 Plymouth Road, Totnes, TQ9
5PH. See https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232742




4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To make recommendations on the following planning applications:

4a. 2169/23/FUL — Demolition of existing foundry buildings & construction of new two
storey foundry building & welfare facilities. Foundry and Fabrication Totnes Ltd, Babbage
Road, Totnes, TQ9 5JD. See
http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232169

4b. 2790/23/FUL - READVERTISEMENT (revised application form) Re-development works
include internal refurbishment of site facilities block and installation of solar panels,
replacement service points, installation of new barrier system, conversion of existing grass
pitches into 47no.all-weather serviced pitches, a new tractor store & prefabricated
reception building. Quay Caravan Club Site, Steamer Quay Road, Totnes, TQ9 5AL. See
http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/222790

4c. 2800/23/HHO - Householder application for side extension adjoining west elevation of
existing house & extension to west side of existing raised deck. 29 Pathfields, Totnes, TQ9
5TZ. See http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232800

4d. 2289/23/HHO - Householder application for construction of single storey side extension
to existing dwelling. 20 Denys Road, Totnes, TQ9 5TJ. See
http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232289

4e. 2838/23/HHO - Householder application for construction of single storey extension,
demolition of existing outbuilding & structures, replacement with new flat roof & proposed
porch (part-retrospective). 41 Higher Westonfields, Totnes, TQ9 5QY. See
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232838

4f. 2724/23/LBC - Listed Building Consent for removal of a small area of render on external
wall, repoint with lime mortar, replace an oak lintel in the garden wall & repoint as
necessary, fit a lead flashing to head of garden wall below the tie-bar & a lead cap to the top
of the garden wall, cut back render on south facing wall to 100mm minimum above the
paving level as an evaporation band, repair window, remove internal damaged plaster & re-
plaster with lime mortar. 4 Gothic House, Bank Lane, Totnes, TQ9 5EH.

See http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232724

4g. 1962/23/HHO - Householder application for proposed conservatory. 45 Smithfields,

Totnes, TQY 5LR. See
http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/231962

4h. 2634/23/VAR - Application for variation of conditions 2 (approved plans) 13 (use of
proposed space) of planning consent 56/1714/98/F. The Forge, Collins Road, Totnes, TQ9
5PJ. See http://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232634

5. TELECOMMUNICATIONS SITE
To consider the application for proposed development of a telecommunications site on

Babbage Road (reference 2603/23/PAT). Document attached and see
https://apps.southhams.gov.uk/PlanningSearchMVC/Home/Details/232603

6. TRAFFIC, TRANSPORT AND PEDESTRIAN POLICY
To consider the updated Traffic, Transport and Pedestrian Policy and make a
recommendation to Full Council. Documents attached.

T



7.

10.

11.

NALC RESPONSE TO LOCAL PLANS CONSULTATION

To consider any Council response to the National Association of Local Councils’ response to
the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) consultation on Local
Plans, and make any recommendation to Full Council. [Note DLUHC consultation closes on
18 October 2023]. Document attached and see
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/plan-making-reforms-consultation-on-
implementation/levelling-up-and-regeneration-bill-consultation-on-implementation-of-
plan-making-reforms

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT FORUM
To consider any recommendations from the Traffic and Transport Steering Group held on
19 july 2023 and Forum held on 26%™ July 2023. Documents attached.

DEPUTY CHAIR
To consider the position of Deputy Chair to the Planning Committee. No document.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
To note the date of the next meeting of the Planning Committee — Monday 16™ October
2023 at 6.30pm in the Guildhall.

The Council will be asked to RESOLVE to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential
nature of the business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960.

PLANNING APPEAL REPRESENTATION ‘

To nominate an individual to be the Council’s representative under Rule 6 status for Council
participation in two planning appeal cases linked to the Former Dairy Crest Site (legal). No
document.

S Halliday
Governance and Project Manager
13t September 2023

USE OF SOUND RECORDINGS AT COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The open proceedings of this Meeting will be video recorded. If members of the public make a presentation,
they will be deemed to have consented to being recorded. By entering the Council Chamber or Zoom meeting,
attendees are also consenting to being recorded.

Televised, vision and sound recordings or live broadcastings by members of the press or public at Councillor
Committee debates are permitted and anyone wishing to do so is asked to inform the Chair of the respective
Committee of their intention to record proceedings. ‘






DRAFT MINUTES FOR THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

MONDAY 17™ JULY 2023 IN THE GUILDHALL

Present: Councillors T Bennett (Chair), G Allen (from 1840), L Auletta, S Collinson (from 1835), T
Cooper, J Cummings, J Hodgson and L Smallridge (from 1840).

In Attendance: Four members of the public, Clir Beavis, S Halliday (Governance and Projects
Manager).

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council.
Cllr Bennett read out a statement about how the meeting would be conducted and recorded.

There were no apologies.
The Committee will adjourn Standing Orders for the following items:

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A member of the public asked if the Committee had received a response to the questions it raised
during the Carless presentation for application 4021/21/VAR at the May committee meeting.
Councillors confirmed that they have, and it was agreed to email the response to the member of
the public as well as posting it on the Town Council website. The member of the public mentioned
further concerns about the application and it was suggested that they register their comments via
the South Hams District Council planning website.

The Committee reconvened Standing Orders.

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of 19t June 2023 and update on any matters arising.
The minutes were approved as an accurate record of proceedings.

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

To make recommendations on the following planning applications:

Note: Clirs Allen and Hodgson observes and do not vote on any applications which would
potentially be discussed at a Development Management Committee meeting at SHDC.

3a. 1811/23/FUL — Replacement of single storey conservatory with traditional building. China Blue
Devon Ltd, Station Road, Totnes, TQS 5JR.

Support. However, the Committee would not wish to see any external lighting without an
amended application.

DRAFT Planning Committee, 17" July 2023 1
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3b. 1670/23/HHO — Householder application for replacement of all existing doors and windows. 7
Grove Mews, Totnes, TQ9 5GT.

Clir Cummings declared a personal interest.

Object. The Committee would wish to see painted timber as per the existing windows, not the
introduction of UPVC windows so close to the conservation area.

3c. 2127/23/LBC — Listed building consent for hidden roof access velux. Flat 5 Pomeroy House,
Bridgetown, Totnes, TQ9 5BA.

Support in principle, but the Committee is concerned about the lack of detail about the interior of
the roof space and any historic features and would welcome heritage officer comment on any
internal impact.

4, GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY TICKET OFICE CONSULTATION

To consider the Great Western Railway consultation on changes to ticket offices and any
response (consultation closes 26th July 2023).

The Committee discussed the impacts of ticket office closure to various user groups, the negative
impacts of the office’s loss and also the potential positives of more staff presence on the platform.
It was AGREED that Clir Bennett would draft up a response to the consultation and circulate to the
Committee for comments and agreement outside of the Committee.

5. TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT FORUM

To consider any recommendations from the Traffic and Transport Forum Steering Group held on
24t \May 2023.

The Committee suspended Standing Orders to enable an update and comments with the Chair of
the Traffic and Transport Forum.

The Chair of the Traffic and Transport Forum explained how he saw his role with the group and
outlined some of the work that is ongoing. Councillors thanked the Chair and the Sustainability
Officer for their work, and highlighted the good work done on the hot spots map, the problem
with the lack of dropped kerbs in the town for mobility scooter users, and the hope that
neighbouring parishes will get more involved with the meetings.

The Committee reconvened Standing Orders.

Noted. There were no recommendations.

6. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

To note the date of the next meeting of the Planning Committee — Monday 18th September

2023 at 6.30pm in the Guildhall, with a provisional date of 21st August 2023 (if required).
Noted.

- Sara Halliday
Governance and Projects Manager
July 2023

DRAFT Planning Committee, 17" July 2023 2
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Totnes Town Council Administrator
From: Planning <Planning@swdevon.gov.uk> on behalf of Planning
Sent: 01 August 2023 11:12
To: Totnes Town Clerk
Cc: Cllr Georgina Allen; Cllr John Birch; Clir Anna Presswell
Subject: Planning application notification (ref: <2603/23/PAT>)

Please reply to: Case Management Team (DM)
South Hams - dm@southhams.gov.uk

Follaton House, PlymouthRoad, Totnes. TQ9 5NE
West Devon - dm@westdevon.gov.uk

Kilworthy Park, Tavistock, PL19 0BZ

Totnes Town Council
The Guildhall Offices
5 Ramparts Walk
Totnes
Devon
Our ref: 2603/23/PAT
TQ95QH Date: 1 August 2023

Dear Sir/Madam

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1990
Applicant: Atlas Tower Group
Application Number: 2603/23/PAT

Proposal: Application for prior notification of proposed development for proposed 24/7
telecommunications cell site (Installation of a 22.5m lattice tower, 3 no. antenna apertures, 4 no. 600mm
microwave transmission dishes and 8 no. equipment cabinets inside an 11.6m x 6.5m compound enclosed
by a 1.8m high chain link fence with gate and development ancillary thereto) by telecommunications code
systems operators

Location: Head Ruddy, Babbage Road, Totnes, TQ9 5JA

We have received the above application, and are emailing you to notify you of the application for your
information only.

The details can be viewed on the relevant council’'s website within 24 hours of receiving this
communication by clicking the link below:

www.southhams.gov.uk

www.westdevon.gov.uk

Yours sincerely



Case Management Team
Development Management

Disclaimer

This e-mail is private and confidential and is intended only for use by the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or other action taken in reliance of the information contained in this e-mail is strictly prohibited.
Furthermore, if you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete this e-mail from your
system. Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of electronic
communications. This e-mail message has been scanned for computer viruses; however, no liability in respect of damage caused
by any virus which is not detected will be accepted.



(Tevt b

Clir briefing note for updated Traffic Policy

| suggested an update to the schemes listed in the Appendix of the original document. Members of
the Traffic & Transport Steering Group felt that the policy text itself could also do with an update and
we have been working on this since March. There have been a number of changes and iterations; it
might therefore be worth having the ‘old’ version to hand for comparison.

Please note that this is an unformatted version. Layout/formatting will be made more visually
appealing and readable once final text agreed. However, if you do spot any glaring mistakes, please
do highlight these.

Key changes

e Addition of ‘pedestrians’ and removal of ‘strategy’ from title
o It was felt that there was not enough strategy aspects within the document to justify
calling it one
e Restructuring of layout; some sections have been moved and renamed
o Rephrasing of principles and strategy into aims, objectives and key actions
e Addition of an ‘implementation’ section
e Separate Equality Act section; previously this text was dispersed across several sections
¢ Addition of executive summary
e All projects in Appendix B placed in the same table (removal of reference to short, medium
and long term); it is suggested that a decision around what should be where to be decided
during prioritisation with DCC
e Inclusion of reference and link to Hotspot Map
¢ Addition of projects to appendix
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n all‘ : t: 020 7637 1865 w: www.nalc.gov.uk
e: halc@nalc.gov.uk a: 109 Great Russell Street,
London WCI1B 3LD
National Assoclation

of Local Counclls

25 AUGUST 2023
PC2-23 | LOCAL PLANS

Summaty

Local plans are generally produced by local planning authorities (LPAs) but local
(parish and town) councils have a huge interest in them and such plans are
directly linked to neighbourhood plans which many local councils produce. The
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) have issued a
consultation seeking views on proposals to implement the parts of the Levelling
Up and Regeneration Bill which relate to plan-making, to make plans simpler,
faster to prepare and more accessible.

The main consultation document can be downloaded here . The consultation
closes at DLUHC on 18 October, 2023.

Context
The consultation seeks insight on:

¢« how local plans (and minerals and waste plans) can be made simpler to
understand and use.

« how local plans (and minerals and waste plans) can be positively shaped by
the views of communities about how their area should evolve.

NALC will be responding to this consultation as many local councils will have an
interest in feeding in their own views on how the local plan making process can be
reasonably made more efficient without the government seeking to implement
wildly unrealistic timeframes, also ensuring that the golden thread between
timescales required to update and make local plans and those required to make
and update neighbourhood plans, is retained undamaged.

NALC’s current policy positions

e The government has said it wants to see local planning authorities
reviewing their local plans every five years. NALC will be arguing very
strongly that this is an impractical requirement that places impossible
pressures on LPAs and on neighbourhood planning groups whose plans are
aligned to the local plans. A review every 10 years would be demanding
enough. The emphasis should be on the quality and the soundness of the

1
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plans and not on the speed with which it might be possible to produce
them.

¢ NALC will support a planning system which incorporates a significant role
for local councils. It will not support any diminution of local councils’
statutory right to comment on planning issues at all stages of their
evolution, whether they be development planning matters or spatial
planning policies.

¢ NALC will support a soundly based planning system which represents the
most reliable tool for the sustainable allocation of land, and which
represents the three pillars of sustainability equally, i.e., social, economic,
and environmental factors.

« NALC is arguing for the complete removal of the whole concept of National
Development Management Policies (NDMPs) which will have the effect of
unjustly trumping any local or neighbourhood plan.

Consultation Questions

The main consultation questions NALC will be responding to in this consultation
are as below and NALC seeks the views of county associations and member
councils in response to these questions to help inform its own submission to
DLUHC:

Chapter 1: Plan content

Question 1: Do you agree with the core principles for plan content? Do you think
there are other principles that could be included?

Question 2: Do you agree that plans should contain a vision, and with our
proposed principles preparing the vision? Do you think there are other
principles that could be included?

Question 3: Do you agree with the proposed framework for local development
management policies?

Question 4: Would templates make it easier for local planning authorities to
prepare local plans? Which parts of the local plan would benefit from
consistency?

Question 5: Do you think templates for new style minerals and waste plans
would need to differ from local plans? If so, how?
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Chapter 2: The new 30-month plan timeframe
Question 6: Do you agree with the proposal to set out in policy that planning
authorities should adopt their plan, at the latest, 30 months after the plan

preparation process begins?

Question 7: Do you agree that a Project Initiation Document will help define the
scope of the plan and be a useful tool throughout the plan making process?

Chapter 3: Digital plans

Question 8: What information produced during plan-making do you think would
most benefit from data standardisation, and/or being openly published?

Question 9: Do you recognise and agree that these are some of the challenges
faced as part of plan preparation which could benefit from digitalisation? Are
there any others you would like to add and tell us about?

Question 10: Do you agree with the opportunities identified? Can you tell us
about other examples of digital innovation or best practice that should also be
considered?

Question 11: What innovations or changes would you like to see prioritised to
deliver efficiencies in how plans are prepared and used, both now and in the
future?

Chapter 5: Evidence and the tests of soundness
Question 14: Do you think this direction of travel for national policy and

guidance set out in this chapter would provide more clarity on what evidence is
expected? Are there other changes you would like to see?

Question 15: Do you support the standardisation of evidence requirements for
certain topics? What evidence topics do you think would be particularly
important or beneficial to standardise and/or have more readily available
baseline data?

Question 16: Do you support the freezing of data or evidence at certain points
of the process? If so which approach(es) do you favour?

Chapter 7: Plan examination
Question 22: Do you agree with our proposals to speed up plan examinations?

Are there additional changes that we should be considering to enable faster
examinations?

3
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Question 23: Do you agree that six months is an adequate time for the pause
period, and with the government’s expectations around how this would
operate?

Chapter 8;: Community engagement and consultation

Question 24: Do you agree with our proposal that planning authorities should
set out their overall approach to engagement as part of their Project Initiation
Document? What should this contain?

Question 25: Do you support our proposal to require planning authorities to
notify relevant persons and/or bodies and invite participation, prior to
commencement of the 30-month process?

Question 26: Should early participation inform the Project Initiation Document?
What sorts of approaches might help to facilitate positive early participation in
plan-preparation?

Question 27: Do you agree with our proposal to define more clearly what the
role and purpose of the two mandatory consultation windows should be?

Question 28: Do you agree with our proposal to use templates to guide the form
in which representations are submitted?

Chapter 9: Requirement to assist with certain plan-making

Question 29: Do you have any comments on the proposed list of prescribed
public bodies?

Question 30: Do you agree with the proposed approach? If not, please comment
on whether the alternative approach or another approach is preferable and why.

Chapter 13: Community Land Auctions

Question 39: Do you have any views onh how we envisage the Community Land
Auctions process would operate?

Question 40: To what extent should financial considerations be taken into
account by local planning authorities in Community Land Auction pilots, when
deciding to allocate sites in the local plan, and how should this be balanced
against other factors?
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'Chapter 14: Approach to roll out and transition

Question 41: Which of these options should be implemented, and why? Are
there any alternative options that we should be considering?

Chapter 15: Saving existing plans and planning documents

Question 42: Do you agree with our proposals for saving existing plans and
planning documents? If not, why?

Your evidence
Please email your responses to this consultation to chris.borg@nalc.gov.uk by

17.00 on 22 September 2023. County associations are asked to forward this
briefing onto all member councils in their area.

© NALC 2023
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Totnes and District Traffic & Transport Steering Group
19th July 2023, 6.30-8pm
Guildhall, Totnes

Present:

GB GB Totnes Ramblers (Chair)

Maiken Hutchings MH TTC Sustainability Officer (notes)
RM RM Bridgetown Alive!

SG SG Bob the Bus

SM SM South St Transition Street

Cllr J Hodgson JH Totnes Town Council

VC VC Kingsbridge Hill Area Residents Association
Clir L Auletta LA Totnes Town Council

B B Daisy & Rainbow Childcare

SC SC Inclusive Totnes

HC HC Cyclist

Apologies: Clir D Peters, CP, GE

Recommendations
No recommendations

Actions
o MH to resend information on the SRN consultation to SG members
o LA and JH to liaise with GB in preparing their sections for the MP meeting
o MH to check whether LA or JH need any support with their sections for the MP

meeting

MH to add AM response to agenda. Allow plenty of time for discussion.

MH to add boundary overview to meeting papers

MH to add station ticket office closures to the MP agenda

MH to make space in MP agenda for AM to introduce himself

MH to finalise MP agenda, share with GB/LA/JH, then with AM and SG

LA to do some research into the South West Peninsula group.

JH to send agenda for next meeting of Peninsula meeting which is next week

MH to liaise with TTC officers on progressing the Policy through committee as

planned

o MH to update Policy information for Planning Committee / Full Council to include two
separate votes, one for policy and Appendix A and one for List of Projects (Appendix
B)

o MH to find links to police accident data online and to share the DCC scoring criteria
for 20mph schemes

o MH to send reminder of dates for future meetings in next email to SG

0O 0 0 0 o 0 0O O
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1. Welcome

GB welcomed everyone and ran through the agenda for the evening. The purpose of the
meeting is to elect a deputy chair and to agree an agenda for the meeting with the MP in
August.

2. Election of Deputy Chair

TB nominated LA as Deputy Chair. No other nominations were received. LA unanimously
elected

3. Agenda for meeting with the MP

GB explained that he had taken the liberty of setting down a proposed agenda for the
meeting. Chairing this type of meeting is difficult and so he wished to be as prepared as
possible. He said he was very open to suggestions on how to improve the agenda.

Before running through his proposed agenda, he outlined what he sees as the core
objectives of the meeting:

e Establishing the potential for future meetings

s Establishing partnerships

He also outlined the two-pronged approach that the SG are currently pursuing
o A set of issues that we are developing through the Policy update that we will be
taking through with DCC
e Other issues of what is happening on our doorstep, particularly with regards to
Torbay. Idea is to build good rapport/relationships with other areas.

The group wondered whether there is a regional grouping of MPs for this area and whether
we are able to link in with this group. It was noted that the Great South West All Party
Parliamentary Group exists.

There was some discussion around the SRN consultation response suggestion to lever
money towards easing the flow of traffic. This is important because without that, it will
constrain economic development (workforce recruitment, etc) in Torbay. There is a need for
solid transport links and Totnes is a major pinch-point and constraint that no one is looking at
currently. This is affecting the economic potential for the area, as well as public health. We
are in an unsustainable pressure cooker (Totnes-wide, not just the A385).

o Supporting Totnes with transport would support Levelling Up in Torbay.



GB presented a suqgested agenda for the meeting

GB noted that one of the key things Totnes would like to see is greater recognition of the
issues we face and additional resources to deal with these. He felt like this was the
substantive major issue to address and it seemed right to use the recent Strategic Road
Network consultation as a starting point. It would be good to get AM’s acknowledgement that
there is an issue there.

SC expressed support for that approach. The issues that are raised by the SRN consultation
link to the more immediate, local issues anyway because of the impacts on Totnes.

GB noted that Torbay is extraordinary. During winter it’s like Exeter, but in the summer it
becomes almost as big as Plymouth.

It was agreed that LA would explain the SRN consultation issues and JH would explain the
policy background. Each would have 5 minutes to do this.

ACTION: LA and JH to liaise with GB in preparing their sections for the MP meeting
ACTION: MH to add AM response to agenda. Allow plenty of time for discussion.
ACTION: MH to add boundary overview to meeting papers

General agreement that we need to have a clear ask from him. What are the levers that
we would like him to go away and pull? For example, liaising with other MPs. We are dealing
with the ‘smaller things’ but we need help with the wider issues that we have no power over
(e.g., overall traffic, developments, public transport).

RM expressed uncertainty around what it is that we want to achieve with the MP. We don’t
want to get in the way of Levelling Up, etc. We DO want to engage with the issues around
the pinch-point. Questioned why the bypass question cannot be raised again.

o LA said that it would be helpful not to speak about specific solutions during the
meeting. We want to try to get more funding but there is a lot of disagreement around
the solutions, even just within this group.

o There was general agreement that we should be painting broad strokes and not
discuss specific solutions.

Ticket office closures

SC brought up the issue of the closing of station ticket offices. AM has launched a campaign
to retain them and it could therefore be useful to discuss this during the meeting. It was
suggested this be added to the agenda. |

ACTION: MH to add station ticket office closures to the MP agenda
ACTION: LA to do some research into the South West Peninsula group.
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ACTION: JH to send agenda for next meeting of Peninsula meeting which is next week
ACTION: MH to make space in MP agenda for AM to introduce himself

4. Traffic and Transport Forum agenda

MH ran through a list of potential agenda items

Transport Policy progress update

Hotspot map: suggestions for additional layers

SRN consultation update

Planning application updates (which are in, stages they are at, etc)
Parish council engagement

ZEST guest speakers
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Regarding the hotspot map, a few suggestions arose for new layers: problem areas for those
with mobility issues (including dropped kerb problems); issues for cyclists; school runs:
public transport

It was suggested that we add the following to the agenda:

o Speed cameras in town
o 20's Plenty for Devon campaign update

The meeting also noted the intention for the Forum meeting to be “hybrid” (Zoom & in
person) and for the MP meeting to be in-person only, for which SC and TB gave their
apologies.

5. AOB

Transport Policy discussion

The group realised that the Transport Policy hadn’t been on the agenda for the most recent
Planning Committee as originally thought. There was some discussion on whether an
extraordinary meeting could be held so that it could still go to September Full Council.

ACTION: MH to liaise with TTC officers on progressing the Policy through committee as
planned

It was agreed that Full Council should vote on the Transport Policy and Appendix schemes
separately, i.e., that there are two votes, one to adopt the Transport Policy and one to adopt
the annex.



ACTION: MH to update Policy information for Planning Committee / Full Council to include
two separate votes, one for policy and Appendix A and one for List of Projects (Appendix B)

SHDC green travel survey

There was some brief discussion around the work SHDC is currently doing on active travel
strategy. Someone had seen a map of road accidents in Totnes and it appeared Totnes was
a hotspot. It was noted that this information is publicly available via the police. There was
also some discussion around the scoring used by DCC for the 20mph zones.

ACTION: MH to find links to police accident data online and to share the DCC scoring
criteria for 20mph schemes

ACTION: MH to send reminder of dates for future meetings in next email to SG

End of meeting 20:05
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Totnes & District Traffic and Transport Forum
26 July 2023, 6.30pm
Guildhall, Totnes

Present
Graham Bennett GB Totnes Ramblers (Chair)
Clir L. Auletta LA Totnes Town Council (Deputy Chair)
Maiken Hutchings MH TTC Sustainability Officer (Notes)
ClIr J Hodgson JH Totnes Town Council (& Devon County Council)
Clir A Presswell AP South Hams District Council
RM Bridgetown Alive!
Clir T Cooper TC Totnes Town Council
Clir J Cummings JC Totnes Town Council
TB Daisy & Rainbow Childcare
VC Kingsbridge Hill Area Residents Association
TP Follaton/Plymouth Road resident
™ Follaton resident
GE Follaton/Plymouth Rd resident

Apologies: CP (Upper Plymouth Road), JS (The Narrows)

Actions
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MH to liaise with JH on the Policy timeline.

MH to add suggested layers to hotspot map

MH to find information on accidents and add as layer to hotspot map

MH / GB / LA to consider reconfiguration of colours / categories of the hotspot layer
MH to share hotspot map link again with notes:
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1uVPMH7safsmCGkaap1doGsi2OtcF
ZDc&usp=sharing

MH to include an updated Transport Policy and prioritisation timeline in the next
email to the SG

MH to find information on legalities around town councils installing VAS signs

JH to report the areas to DCC for maintenance cuts.

MH to share the DCC Report It page with notes:
devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/

MH to give VC portable air quality monitor and to locate the second one to give to
Tim from Plymouth Road/Follaton.

Plymouth Rd/Follaton residents to discuss whether they would like a representative
on the Steering Group. MH to liaise with them before a September meeting.

MH to add linking in with postmen/women safe route requirements (in relation to
Plymouth Road) as a future agenda item

VC to investigate postmen/women safe route requirements (in relation to Plymouth
Road)

MH to liaise with JH and Adrian at 20’s Plenty on how to support JH with show of
support at DCC Council meeting on 7™ September.
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JH to create a poster / comms material / petition for 7t September event. JH to keep
everyone posted.

AP to try to press on SHDC for action to support 20's Plenty for Devon.

MH to share 20's Plenty webinar recording again: https://youtu.be/9omRJFn6hp8
MH to get map off JH of neighbouring districts

MH to add ‘parish council engagement’ to future agenda
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1. Welcome

GB welcomed the group and gave a brief explanation of what the Traffic & Transport Forum
does as an advisory body to the Town Council.

2. Transport Policy and hotspot map

MH gave brief update on the Draft Traffic, Transport and Pedestrian Policy and the delay
getting it through Committee. The Draft Policy was supposed to go through Planning
Committee at their meeting in July but due to some inbox errors, this was missed. The Draft
Policy will now go to Planning in September and then on to Full Council in October.

MH will be circulating the Draft Policy to all Town Clirs next week, inviting feedback, with the
hope that any issues can be ironed out before it goes to Committee and it will go through
smoothly. '

VC asked whether this new timeline means we will ‘miss the boat’ with budgets at DCC. JH
said that the sooner Draft Policy goes to DCC the better. MH noted that the projects in the
overview (Appendix B) have not been prioritised yet so we would not be able to tell DCC
what we want budgets for specifically.

ACTION: MH to liaise with JH on the Policy timeline.

Hotspot map

MH introduced the hotspot map and asked for suggestions for additional layers. Layers that
have been suggested are: problem areas for mobility scooters/wheelchairs, dropped kerb
problems, cyclist problem areas, school runs, public transport routes.

GE commented that Plymouth Road sees a lot of accidents but they often don't get reported
(JC added that if the Police attend a site, they fill in detailed report forms which are publicly
available). They have dealt with overturned vehicles, vehicles in hedges, etc. It was
suggested that an accidents layer be added.

ACTION: MH to add suggested layers to hotspot map

ACTION: MH to find information on accidents and add as layer to hotspot map
ACTION: MH / GB / LA to consider reconfiguration of colours / categories of the hotspot
layer



ACTION: MH to share hotspot map link again with notes:
https://www.goodle.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1uVPMH7safSmCGkaap1doGsi20tcFZDc&us
p=sharing

RM asked for some clarity on all the meetings, what is it we are hoping to achieve with the
hotspot map, meetings with DCC, etc?

e The hotspot map is a mapping tool for our own benefit — to help think holistically and
to help inform current and future projects

e Meeting with DCC is part of a longer-term strategy to collaborate better with them
and for them to guide in how to determine our priorities.

o We have updated the Traffic & Transport Policy and, once adopted by Full Council,
will meet with DCC to get guidance on how to determine our priorities, i.e. what are
their assessment criteria, how do they want us to go about it (so that they will accept
the results).

« Doing the prioritisation will enable us to make the most of future funding
opportunities, such as s106.

« JH also commented that we should keep raising issues and potential solutions with
DCC despite their current financial issues

VC asked whether the prioritisation stage is a Steering Group task and whether an updated
list of proposed steps could be shared.
e It will be managed by the SG
o Steps/timeline:
o Traffic Policy adoption: Planning Committee 18" Sep, Full Council 2"
October
o Meeting with DCC to get guidance on how to prioritise projects, what their
criteria is: Autumn 2023 (no date set yet)

ACTION: MH to include an updated Transport Policy and prioritisation timeline in the next
email to the SG

3. Forum attendees reports of local concerns

Plymouth Road / Follaton issues

Main issue the residents highlighted was excessive speeds along Plymouth Road and
particularly along the narrow stretch at entrance to town (approx. from Follaton Lodge to 46
Plymouth Road).

Various issues were raised during the discussion
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What sort of enforcement is possible when people break traffic rules? What can be
done about it?
o DCC uses SCARF (Speed Compliance Action Review Forum) assessments
for speed complaints. See Appendix for an info sheet.
= The issue with these is that they look for the percentage of compliance
(in this case with 30mph). The mean or average speed and the
85th%ile speed (the speed at which 85% of drivers travel at or below)
are used to determine if there is a speeding issue. This is a problem
as it can be hard to get action — and for many places, 30mph is simply
much too fast for the conditions.

Residents have been in communication with the Police who have said the speed is
excessive and would support installation of Vehicle Activated Signs.

o However, again, 30mph along the narrow stretch is much too fast, given there
are often pedestrians. This links with the 20’s Plenty for Devon campaign (see
next agenda item)

o The Forum/Steering Group would certainly support VAS, and highly likely
Totnes Town Council would too. However, there are some questions around
whether TTC are able to install them themselves.

ACTION: MH to find information on legalities around town councils installing
VAS signs

Residents are setting up a Community Speed Watch
Nighttime speeds along the road are shocking with lots of motorbikes and racers

Speed cameras
o Could the speed camera from Follaton Cemetery be moved closer?

During rush-hour, often standing traffic = air quality issues
ACTION: MH to give VC portable air quality monitor and to locate the second one to
give to Tim from Plymouth Road/Follaton.

Vegetation blocks many of the signs. This is generally a DCC and landowner issue.
ACTION: JH to report the areas to DCC for maintenance cuts.

ACTION: MH to share the DCC Report It page with notes:
devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/

Delivery drivers call the road “the Road of Death” — could this be a group to try to link
in with? Postmen and women — there must be certain requirements for safe routes
for them, and they are heavily unionised. Is this an avenue that could be pursued?

ACTION: MH to add linking in with postmen/women safe route requirements (in
relation to Plymouth Road) as a future agenda item

ACTION: VC to investigate postmen/women safe route requirements (in relation to
Plymouth Road)
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¢ AP suggested “Dead slow blind corner” signs. Other suggestions of chevrons, or
traffic calming measures.

e JH and LA had a meeting with Puddavine residents some months ago. One solution
that came up was residents giving up some of their gardens/hedges to allow for a
wider pavement. This could be something the Plymouth Road residents could

consider,
o GE commented that in his land there’s a brown strip on the deed to retain the
tand.

o There was previously a proposal to put pavement into the side of the bank but
it didn’t happen, probably due to cost. This is still a problem really - the cost
would be quite high to implement, but still worth pursuing.

GB concluded that there is a big issue around community safety and traffic flows. We need
to be taking these to DCC. He thanked the Plymouth Road/Follaton residents for attending
the Forum. He suggested that someone from their group should join the Steering Group as a
representative for that area.

ACTION: Plymouth Rd/Follaton residents to discuss whether they would like a
representative on the Steering Group. MH to liaise with them before a September
meeting.

4. 20’s Plenty for Devon campaign

Campaign to get DCC to change their default speed policy from 30mph to 20mph to enable
places that would like 20mph to get it much easier and cheaper. They generally propose
signage changes only (i.e. no traffic calming) to make it more affordable — if 20mph is the
norm then people come to expect it.

However, so far DCC is lagging behind other places that are implementing it. DCC's current
system is slow and expensive — only 4 places have been allowed to get 20mph zones this
year,

o JH brought a motion to DCC to change its policy — the motion is coming back at the
Council meeting on 7" September 2023, 2.15pm.

o Could the power of people be brought to this meeting? Can we get people to turn up
waving banners, show how much support there is for this?

ACTION: MH to liaise with JH and Adrian at 20’s Plenty on how to support JH with show of
support at DCC Council meeting on 7t September.
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ACTION: JH to create a poster / comms material / petition for 7t September event. JH to
keep everyone posted.

ACTION: AP to try to press on SHDC for action to support 20's Plenty for Devon.
ACTION: MH to share 20's Plenty webinar recording again: https://youtu.be/9omRJFn6hp8

5. Parish council engagement

This is Totnes & District Forum — we need to engage better. There are issues elsewhere that
need to be addressed. What can we do to engage better?

Perhaps having a different location for a meeting - liaise with local parish and hold Forum
meeting there? Or hold topical events, e.g., one meeting on a specific area and inviting
representatives from that area to join. Due to limited time left in the meeting the group was
unable to discuss further but it was agreed to add this to a future agenda item.

ACTION: MH to get map off JH of neighbouring districts
ACTION: MH to add ‘parish council engagement’ to future agenda

Next Forum meeting: 25" October 2023

Meeting end: 20:00
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