
 

   

 

    

 

MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF TOTNES TOWN COUNCIL 
MONDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2025 IN THE GUILDHALL 

 
Present: Councillors T Bennett (Chair), L Auletta, C Beavis, J Chinnock, S Collinson, T Cooper, J 
Cummings, J Hodgson, D Peters, A Presswell, E Price, N Roberts and M Trant. 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Hannam, Robshaw and Smallridge. 
  
In Attendance: Members of the public, District Cllrs Allen and Birch, C Marlton (Town Clerk) and P 
Bethel (Town Sergeant).  
 
1.    WELCOME TO ALL ATTENDING AND OBSERVING 
 
2.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
To receive apologies and to confirm that any absence has the approval of the Council. The Mayor 
will request confirmation that all Members have completed or made any necessary amendments to 
their Declaration of Interests. 
It was RESOLVED to accept the apologies. There were no amendments to Declarations of Interest.  
 
The Committee will adjourn for the following items: 
 
Reports from County and District Councillors. 
a. County Cllr Hodgson  
b. District Cllr Allen  
c. District Cllr Birch 
d. District Cllr Presswell  
 
It was RESOLVED to suspend standing orders. 
 
a. County Cllr (C Cllr) Hodgson updated on: concern at Devon County Council (DCC) about the 
number of councillors and allocation of divisions proposed as part of local government reform; DCC 
continuing to pursue the costing of moving to in-house service provision, rather than outsourcing, to 
save money and improve quality/consistency; a meeting of the Youth Council; the proposal for a 
pedestrian crossing at the top of Bridgetown Hill which will go to HATOC this week; and plans for the 
Vire twinning visit over the Remembrance weekend. Cllrs asked about the lack of reference to the 
Equality Act in road safety legislation; and wheelchairs available for loan from The Mansion. C Cllr 
Hodgson will circulate her report by email to all members.    
 
b. District Cllr Allen had emailed a report in advance and will pursue concerns about smoke and 
smells from the industrial estate.  
 



 

   

 

c. District Cllr Birch was present and had submitted a report. He updated on: the potential for a 
50-dwelling development at Bowden Pillars, which will be considered a large development requiring 
public consultation and he will request that the Town Council is a key consultee in this process; and 
the South Hams District Council (SHDC) local government reform proposals. Cllrs asked: when the car 
parking charges review will take place; and expressed regret that there was no one agreed proposal 
going forward to Government from Devon on the question of local government reform, but multiple 
options.    
 
d. District Cllr Presswell was present and had submitted a report. The Clerk updated on working 
with Totnes Museum on a heritage survey and remedial works to the fabric of the building.  
 
The Council reconvened. 
 
3. CLERK’S REPORT 
To note the Clerk's Report for September and October 2025 (general updates and correspondence). 
Noted. The Clerk updated on the final number of visitors to the Guildhall this season as well as the 

continued increase in wedding and event bookings.  

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
To approve and sign the minutes of the following Meeting:  
(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in the Confidential 
session) 
 
a. Full Council 6th October 2025. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously to approve and sign the minutes. 
 
To note the following minutes: 
b. Council Matters Committee 13th October 2025. 
Noted. 
 
c. Planning Committee 20th October 2025.  
Noted.  
 
5.    CONSIDERATION OF ANY MATTERS ARISING 
To consider any matters arising from the Minutes and to approve any recommendations from 
Committees: 
(Please note confidential minutes can be agreed but any discussion must be held in the Confidential 
session) 
 
a. Full Council 6th October 2025. 
No matters arising.  
 
b. Council Matters Committee 13th October 2025  
Item 7. Whistleblowing Policy. It was RESOLVED unanimously that the revised Whistleblowing Policy 
is adopted.   
 
c.   Planning Committee 20th October 2025 
Item 5. Bicycle Racks. It was RESOLVED unanimously to suggest to SHDC that the best place for an 
additional bike rack is under the stairs/wall with defibrillator on it in the Market Square. The location 



 

   

 

on the corner of Castle Street was ruled out as an option. See below: 
 

 

 

 
Item 6. Licensing Issue. It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Council writes to SHDC’s Licensing 
Department to formally register a complaint about the 24-hour licence granted to Morrisons Service 
Station. The letter should express that the granting of this licence correlates to an increase in anti-
social behaviour problems in Borough Park and the potential selling of alcohol to underaged persons. 
There has been an upturn in empty alcohol bottles, broken glass (including on the new skate park 
area) and littering of Costa coffee cups in the park, of which the latter are only available in Totnes at 
the Morrisons Service Station. The letter should be copied to the local police and District Councillors.  
 
6.   STRATEGY DELIVERY WORKING GROUP UPDATES 
To receive an update from the Chairs of the Strategy Delivery Working Group Chairs. 
Informal updates were given by the Chairs of the Community, Economy and Environment and Public 
Realm Working Groups which were noted.  
 
7. ON-STREET PARKING CHARGES INCREASES 
To consider the increase in on-street parking charges to be implemented by Devon County Council 
without consultation. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously that the Town Clerk would draft an email to Cllr Thomas expressing 
disappointment that the Town Council was not consulted or informed ahead of the proposed on-
street parking increases. This would have permitted us to respond to misinformation and inform the 
local community in advance.  
 
8. BANKING SERVICES IN TOTNES 
To consider a petition to protect banking services in Totnes. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously to sign the petition set up by Caroline Voaden MP calling for a banking 
hub to be opened in Totnes from January 2026. 
 
9. COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVES  
To consider appointing Cllr representative(s) to engage with the Totnes Fringe Festival. 
It was RESOLVED unanimously to appoint Cllr Bennett as the Councillor Representative to the Totnes 
Fringe Festival. 
 
10. LIST OF MEETING DATES AND COMMUNICATIONS POINTS 
To note a list of upcoming meeting dates and annual meetings calendar, Council communications 
points and link Councillor/ Councillor representatives on outside bodies updates. 
Noted. 
 
11.    NEXT MEETING 
To note the next meeting dates of Monday 1st December 2025 for Full Council, 6.30pm public 



 

   

 

session, 7.00pm formal meeting in the Guildhall. 
Noted. It was also noted that there would be informal sessions in December as detailed: 
• Monday 8th December, 5pm (prior to the Council Matters Committee) to discuss the draft 
2026/27 budget.  
• Monday 15th December, 5pm (prior to the Planning Committee) to consider an informal 
update on the Marketing and Communications Audit, and potentially any update on the Community 
Audit. 
 
The Council RESOLVED to exclude the press and public “by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business” to be discussed and in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
(CONFIDENTIAL by virtue of relating to legal and/or commercial matters, staffing and/or the financial or 
business affairs of a person or persons other than the Council) 
 
12.    CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS FROM COMMITTEE (Standing Item) 
To consider any recommendations or matters arising that are considered confidential in nature. 
None. 
 
13. ELMHIRST PROJECT (Standing Item) 
To consider an update on the Elmhirst project and the delegation of costs associated with the bid 
process (commercially sensitive).  
It was RESOLVED unanimously to remove the standing item from the agenda and programme an item 
as required when an update is available. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
 
Cllr Tim Bennett 
Chair 
 


